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Shri Mangubhai Patel
Hon’ble Governor of Madhya Pradesh

Shri Mangubhai Chhaganbhai Patel is an Indian statesman who is the current 
and 19th Governor of Madhya Pradesh. He is a leader of Bharatiya Janata Party 
from Gujarat. He served as the officiating speaker of the Gujarat Legislative 
Assembly in 2014. He has earlier served as a cabinet minister in the Government 
of Gujarat.

Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh

Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan is an Indian politician and member of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. He is the 17th and current Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, 
having been elected to the same position 3 times in the past, and a Member of 
Legislative Assembly in Madhya Pradesh from Budhni.

Shri Suman Bery
Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog, Government of India

Shri Suman Bery is currently Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog, in the rank and 
status of a Cabinet Minister. An experienced policy economist and research 
administrator, Mr Bery took over as NITI Aayog Vice Chairperson from 1st May 
2022. His recent affiliations include Senior Visiting Fellow at the Centre for 
Policy Research, New Delhi; non-resident fellow at Bruegel, Brussels; and Global 

 Inaugural Session 



4

Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington DC.  He has also served on 
the Board of the Shakti Sustainable Energy Foundation, New Delhi. From early 
2012 till mid-2016, Mr Bery was Royal Dutch Shell’s global Chief Economist based 
in The Hague. In this capacity, he advised the board and management on global 
economic and political developments. He was also part of the senior leadership 
of Shell’s global scenarios group. During his time at Shell, he led a collaborative 
project with Indian think tanks (later published) to apply scenario modeling to 
India’s energy sector. Mr Bery has previously served as Director General (Chief 
Executive) of the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) 
and the global Chief Economist of Royal Dutch Shell. He was also a member 
of the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council, Statistical Commission 
and the Reserve Bank of India’s Technical Advisory Committee on Monetary 
Policy. Prior to NCAER, Mr Bery was with the World Bank in Washington 
DC and his areas included macroeconomy, financial markets and public debt 
management with a focus on Latin America. His professional writing includes 
contributions on the political economy of reform, financial sector and banking 
reform, and energy trends and policy. He has a master’s degree in public affairs 
from Princeton University’s School of Public and International Affairs, and an 
undergraduate degree in philosophy, politics and economics from Magdalen 
College, University of Oxford.

Shri Harsh Vardhan Shringla
G-20 Chief Coordinator, Government of India

Harsh Vardhan Shringla is Chief Coordinator for India’s G20 Presidency in 2023. 
He has previously served as Foreign Secretary of India, Ambassador to USA, 
High Commissioner to Bangladesh and Ambassador to Thailand. Ambassador 
Shringla joined the IFS in 1984 and in the course of a diplomatic career spanning 
over 35 years; he held a variety of positions in the Ministry of External Affairs 
(India), New Delhi and abroad besides becoming India’s Ambassador/High 
Commissioner to the USA, Bangladesh and Thailand. Abroad, he served in 
different Missions of India in France (UNESCO); Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations in New York; Vietnam (Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City); Israel 
and South Africa (Durban). He also served as a Foreign Secretary, Government 
of India. Harsh Vardhan Shringla graduated from the St. Stephen’s College, 
Delhi University after being schooled at Mayo College, Ajmer. He worked 
in the private and public sectors in India prior to joining the Indian Foreign 
Service. He has published papers on conflict prevention, economic diplomacy, 
the Indian diaspora, and India-Bangladesh relations.
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Professor Sachin Chaturvedi
Director General, RIS  and  Vice Chairman, AIGGPA and Madhya Pradesh Rajya 
NITI Aayog

Professor Sachin Chaturvedi is currently Director General at the Research 
and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based 
Think-Tank. He works on issues related to development economics, involving 
development finance, SDGs and South-South Cooperation, apart from trade, 
investment and innovation linkages with special focus on WTO.  Currently, he 
is also Vice Chairman, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good Governance and 
Policy Analysis; and ex-officio Vice Chairman of Madhya Pradesh State Policy 
and Planning Commission. He is also Member, Board of Governors, Reserve 
Bank of India. Professor Sachin Chaturvedi was also the ‘Global Justice Fellow’ 
at the MacMillan Center for International Affairs at Yale University (2009-2010) 
and has served as a Visiting Professor at the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
and was a Developing Country Fellow at the University of Amsterdam (1996), 
Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla (2003), and Visiting 
Scholar at the German Development Institute (2007).  He has authored/edited 
more than 22 books, apart from contributing several chapters in the edited 
volumes and also publishing several research articles in prestigious journals.  
He is on the Editorial Board of several journals including the South Asian 
Economic Journal, IDS Bulletin, Sussex, UK among others.  His book “The Logic 
of Sharing – Indian Approach to South-South Cooperation” has been acclaimed 
internationally as one of the best volumes on international development 
cooperation. He is credited with the launch of Network of Southern Think 
Tanks (NeST) and Forum for Indian Development Cooperation (FIDC). He has 
also created “Delhi Process”, a major forum for exchange of ideas on South-
South Cooperation.

Ambassador Sujan R. Chinoy
T20 Chair & Director General, MP-IDSA, New Delhi

Sujan R. Chinoy is a former Indian diplomat and currently serving as the 
Director General of the Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses (MP-IDSA), India’s foremost think-tank in New Delhi in the field 
of defence, security and international relations since 3rd January 2019. He is 
Chair of Think-20 for G20 India Presidency. He spent more than thirty-seven 
years as a professional diplomatic career spanning with experience on China 
and East Asia, as well as the Asia-Pacific region, the Gulf and OIC, United 
Nations (Disarmament and International Security), National Security, as well 
as the US and the Latin American region. He held the highest rank of Grade 
I Ambassador (equivalent to Vice Minister/Secretary to the Government of 
India). He was Indian Ambassador to Japan from 2015-2018. He was also the 
Indian Ambassador to the Republic of the Marshall Islands. He facilitated the 
visits of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Japan in 2016 and 2018 as well as 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visits to India in 2015 and 2017. He also served 
as India’s representative to the First Committee at the United Nations in New 
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York dealing with Disarmament & International Security Affairs and in the 
Indian Mission in Riyadh. At Headquarters, in the Ministry of External Affairs, 
he served as Director (China) as well as Head of the Expert Group of Diplomatic 
& Military Officials tasked with CBMs and boundary-related issues with China. 
He also served on the Americas Desk dealing with the USA and Canada, and 
as Officer on Special Duty in charge of press relations in the External Publicity 
Division. 

Mr George Laryea-Adjei
Regional Director for South Asia, UNICEF, Nepal

Mr. George Laryea-Adjei is the UNICEF Regional Director for South Asia, based 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. He is in charge of leadership, oversight and guidance 
to the eight UNICEF country programmes: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. He also represents UNICEF with 
governments, donors, the private sector and civil society in the region. With over 
21 years of service in UNICEF, he has profound expertise in policy formulation 
and strategic planning, evaluation, crisis management, systems strengthening, 
resource mobilisation and partnerships. Before his current assignment, he was 
the Director of Evaluation in UNICEF New York. He has also served as Deputy 
Director for UNICEF, Deputy Representative and Chief of Social Policy for 
UNICEF South Africa, Strategic Planning Office for UNICEF New York, and 
Programme Officer for UNICEF Ghana. A national of the Republic of Ghana, 
he is an economist by profession. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Development 
Planning from the University of Science & Technology, Ghana, and a Master’s 
Degree in Urban Management and PhD in Economics from Erasmus University, 
The Netherlands.

Mr Tetsushi Sonobe
Dean and CEO, ADBI, Tokyo, Japan

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank Institute 
(ADBI), the Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development Bank that 
promotes the realization of a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable 
Asia and the Pacific through policy research and capacity building. Dean Sonobe 
obtained his PhD in economics from Yale University and BA in economics from 
the University of Tokyo. His research interests are centered on the empirics 
of economic development, particularly the roles of industrial clusters, human 
capital, social capital, management practices, and market competition in 
industrial development in developing Asia and other regions. Dean Sonobe 
is a recipient of the Nikkei Book Publication Prize and the Masayoshi Ohira 
Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the Japanese Association for 
Development Economics.
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Dr Slamet Soedarsono
Deputy Minister of Political Affairs, Law, Security and Defense, Ministry of National 
Development Planning/Bappenas, Indonesia

Dr Slamet Soedarsono is the Deputy Minister of Political Affairs, Law, Security 
and Defense at the Ministry of National Development Planning i.e BAPPENAS 
Indonesia.

Mr Prateek Hajela
Chief Executive Officer, AIGGPA, Bhopal

Mr Prateek Hajela is a Chief Executive Officer, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute 
of Good Governance and Policy (AIGGPA), Bhopal. He is a 1995-batch IAS 
officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre with B.Tech in Electronics from Indian 
Institute of Technology, Delhi. He was the Commissioner and Secretary, Home 
and Political and State Coordinator to update the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) of 1951 for the state of Assam. He has earlier held the position of Mission 
Director, National Rural Health Mission; Commissioner and Secretary, Health 
and Family Welfare. He has also served as the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup 
Metropolitan, Goalpara and Nagaon.

Dr. Indrani Barpujari
Principal Advisor, AIGGPA, Bhopal, India

Dr. Indrani Barpujari is presently heading the Centre for Social Sector 
Development at AIGGPA. An alumnus of the University of Delhi, Indian Law 
Institute and Gauhati University, she is a social anthropologist and lawyer by 
training, with specialization in intellectual property rights (IPR). Her Ph.D. 
work, pursued under doctoral fellowship from the Indian Council of Social 
Science Research (ICSSR), focused on customary laws. Before joining AIGGPA 
in January 2016, she was serving as Fellow at the Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI), New Delhi from 2009-2015, as Policy Analyst at Gene Campaign, 
New Delhi from 2004 to 2009 and as an intern at the Anand and Anand Law 
Associates, New Delhi in 2003.
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Mr. Abul Kalam Azad
Special Envoy of Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) Presidency of Bangladesh and a 
Commissioner of Global Commission on Biodiver Cities by 2030

Mr. Abul Kalam Azad is Special Envoy of the Climate Vulnerable Forum 
(CVF) Presidency where he represents H. E. Sheikh Hasina, Hon. Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh, the CVF Chair. Earlier to this, Mr. Azad coordinated 
all administrative, development and reform process from Prime Minister’s 
Office as Principal Secretary to the Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh 
and as Secretary. For the last four years he has been supporting and guiding 
the implementation of 100 Economic Zones, development of investment and 
business climate and also worked as Principal SDG Coordinator for the national 
coordination of Bangladesh’s efforts towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals, based in the Bangladesh Prime Minister’s Office. Special Envoy Azad 
also served as secretary of the Power Division of the Government of Bangladesh, 
where his efforts helped to increase Bangladesh’s power generation capacity 
by three times, expand energy access and develop one of the world’s largest 
renewable energy projects which has resulted in millions of low-income 
households across the country benefiting from renewable power.

Mr Akindeji Adenipo
Missions Expert to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), First Secretary, Permanent Mission 
Of Nigeria to the United Nations in Geneva

Mr Akindeji Adenipo is the First Secretary at the Permanent Mission of Nigeria 
to the United Nations in Geneva.

Ms Alexandra Barrantes
Senior Associate, Development Pathways

A Senior Social Policy Specialist with more than 20 years’ experience in 
international development focusing on social protection, poverty, economic, 
social & cultural rights, right to identity and governance. Global experience in 
high level policy advice in the social protection and poverty field with a track 
record in providing advice on a rights-based and equity approach (including 
human rights considerations for high-level policy design, programme operations 
and data sharing, as well as developing rights considerations related to dignity 
and narratives around poverty). She has experienced Team Lead responsible for 
some of the largest Development Pathways assignments in the high-level design 
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of social protection schemes and operational support, policy advice and social 
protection strategy drafting, and coordinating the training portfolio. Before 
joining Pathways, she was a UNICEF consultant linking social protection to 
humanitarian contexts in Latin America and led the Organisation of American 
States’ (OAS) Equity and Social Protection Unit. She has formed part of several 
International technical Working Groups on poverty, social protection, SDGs, 
and social rights with key international stakeholders (including WB, UNICEF, 
ILO, UNRISD, ECLAC, OPHI, CGAP, GIZ, among others).

Dr Alok R Chaturvedi
Professor of Management, Purdue University, USA

Dr. Alok R. Chaturvedi is a Professor at Purdue University’s Krannert School 
of Management and the Department of Computer Sciences. He serves as the 
Director of the Institute for Social Empowerment through Entrepreneurship 
and Knowledge (ISEEK). He is also the founding Director of Purdue Homeland 
Security Institute and served as an Adjunct Research Staff Member at the 
Institute for Defense Analyses (IDA), Alexandria, Virginia – a leading think 
tank on national and homeland securities matters. Dr. Chaturvedi was named 
in the Federal 100 by Federal Computer Week and received the “Sagamore of 
the Wabash” Award from the Governor of Indiana, the highest civilian award 
for his service to the state.

Shri Amar Sinha
Former Secretary, Economic Relations, Ministry of External Affairs, India; 
Distinguished Fellow, RIS

Mr. Amar Sinha retired from the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) as Secretary, 
Economic Relations in the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, in June 2017 
after a diplomatic career spanning 35 years. He has served in different capacities 
in Indian Mission around the world including in Algiers (1983-87), Buenos 
Aires (1987-90), Washington DC (1998-2001) Jakarta (2001-04), and Brussels 
(2004-07). In 2007 he was appointed India’s Ambassador to Tajikistan (2007-
2010) and on his return to New Delhi served as Joint Secretary Trade Policy in 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry (2010-13) where he handled the WTO 
and other trade negotiations. He also oversaw India’s participation in various 
multilateral fora such as UNCTAD, APTA, BIMSTEC, G20, IBSA, BRICS, etc. In 
2013 he was appointed India’s Ambassador to Afghanistan (2013-2016), after 
completion of his assignment in Kabul successfully he assumed the charge of 
the post of Secretary (Economic Relations) in the Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, on January 15, 2016.  At present he is a Distinguished Fellow at RIS 
since November 2017 and has lent support to several think tanks focused on 
Afghanistan and other strategic issues. He is also currently a Member of the 
National Security Advisory Board (NSAB).
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Professor Amrita Narlikar
Preisdent, GIGA, Germany

Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar is the President of the German Institute for Global 
and Area Studies (GIGA) and Professor of International Relations at Hamburg 
University. She is also Honorary Fellow of Darwin College (University of 
Cambridge), non-resident Senior Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation 
(ORF), and non-resident Distinguished Fellow of the Australia India Institute 
in an honorary capacity. Prior to moving to Hamburg, she held the position of 
Reader in International Political Economy at the University of Cambridge and 
a Fellowship at Darwin College. She was also Senior Research Associate at the 
Centre for International Studies at the University of Oxford from 2003 to 2014. 

Dr. Anant Bhan
Researcher, Global Health, Health Policy and Bioethics, Bhopal

Dr. Anant Bhan, MBBS, MHSc, is a researcher in global health, health policy, 
bioethics and mental health with over 20 years of experience. Trained as a 
medical doctor from India and in bioethics from the University of Toronto, Anant 
currently leads/co-leads several research projects in the areas of global mental 
health, health equity, participatory research and community engagement. Anant 
also serves as a mentor for the Bhopal Hub of Sangath, a public health research 
organization. In addition, Anant serves in several institutional ethics committees 
and teaches bioethics in Yenepoya University (Fogarty International Centre), 
Manipal Academy of Higher Education, and at some of the All India Institutes 
of Medical Sciences. He is also Adjunct Professor, Yenepoya (deemed to be 
University), Mangalore, India and Adjunct Faculty, Kasturba Medical College, 
Manipal, India. His work is focused on ethics and equity in health, mental health, 
digital health, public health ethics, research ethics, community engagement, 
ethics of innovative technologies and ethics training for professional

Ms Ana Fernandes
OECD, Paris

Ana Fernandes is the Head of the Foresight Outreach and Policy Reform Unit in 
the Development Co-operation Directorate (DCD) of the OECD. She leads and 
coordinates the work of the Directorate in the strategic areas of development 
such as Foresight, Policy Reform, Policy Dialogue with non-OECD members, 
Triangular cooperation, and with Civil Society Organisations. With over 20 
years of experience in Development Cooperation and Global Affairs, Ana has 
held several senior positions such as Portuguese Counsellor to the OECD, Vice-
Chair of the Development Assistance Committee and Co-Chair of the Advisory 
Group on Investment and Development. Prior to joining the OECD, she was 
Senior Advisor to the Portuguese Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and 
Development Cooperation and was responsible for advancing strategic and 
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innovative initiatives and worked as Project Manager on IMVF coordinating 
projects in Timor Leste, Cape Vert, Guinea-Bissau and Brazil. Ana holds a 
Master’s Degree in International Relations (University of Minho), an MA in 
Development Studies, African Studies (ISCTE – IUL), and a post-graduate 
degree in European studies (ISEG). Furthermore, she has published two books 
on economic diplomacy and on development cooperation concepts, instruments 
and frameworks.

Dr Andre de Mello e Souza
Coordinator, IPEA, Brazil

Dr. André de Mello e Souza is a Senior Research Fellow at Instituto de Pesquisa 
Econômica Aplicada (IPEA), Brazil. He has been an assistant professor at 
the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (2005-2009) and adjunct 
professor at the Brazilian Institute of Capital Markets (2011-2012). He has 
experience in Political Science with an emphasis in International Relations 
and International Political Economy in particular. His areas of study include 
intellectual property; non-governmental organizations; international regimes; 
international cooperation for development and globalization.

Ms Anthea Mulakala
Senior Director, The Asia Foundation, USA

Ms. Anthea Mukulala is the senior director for International Development 
Cooperation at The Asia Foundation. In this capacity she leads the Foundation’s 
work on Asian Approaches to Development Cooperation. She served as country 
representative in Malaysia from 2007 to 2014. Since 2010 she has concurrently led 
the Foundation’s engagement on development effectiveness and aid policy. She 
has been overseeing programs in Asia since 1991. Prior to joining the Foundation, 
she worked for the World Bank in support of Indonesian decentralization, for 
South Asia Partnership, strengthening NGO capacity in Sri Lanka, and advising 
on gender-based issues to their offices across South Asia, and for the UK’s 
Department for International Development (DFID) as team leader of a large 
Government of Bangladesh and multi-donor health project consortium, and 
subsequently as DFID’s Reconciliation and Development advisor in Sri Lanka. 

Ms. Archana Vyas
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, New Delhi, India

Ms. Archana Vyas is serving as the Deputy Director, Communications at the 
India Country Office of Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. At the foundation, 
she leads the brand strategy, program advocacy communications, social 
and behaviour change communications, media relations and employee 
communications. Prior to joining the foundation, she was the Regional Lead, 
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Communication and Media at Reckitt Benckiser, South East Asia, where she 
managed media and digital marketing for more than thirty health, hygiene and 
home brands. She was nominated as best marketer of the year in 2 categories by 
IAA in 2013, she was a jury member of the Yahoo Big Chair Awards in 2013. She 
has won EMVIES for the innovative work done for Pepsi in 2003.

Mr Artemy Izmestiev
Consultant, UNDP

Artemy Izmestiev is Policy Specialist at the UNDP Seoul Policy Centre for Global 
Development Partnerships. He’s been at the Centre since 2011 and works on 
sharing Korea’s development experience, effective development cooperation, 
financing for development and Sustainable Development Goals. He has worked 
on various development policy issues in Tajikistan, Ghana, Malawi and the 
UNDP headquarters.

Mr Ashish Kumar,
Member, Core team GDKP India, NITI Ayog, Former Director, UN Statistical Institute 
for Asia and the Pacific & Former Director General, Central Statistics Office, 
Government of India. 

He is the Official Statistics professional with a demonstrated history of working 
in the United Nations and in the various Ministries and Organizations of 
Government of India. Experienced in collection, compilation and analysis of data 
from various sources including big data, satellite data etc. Skilled in compilation 
and analysis of economic statistics including GDP, IIP, CPI etc. Facilitator of 
organizational reforms for effective and efficient delivery of services. Also 
worked with the Civil Society Organizations both for implementation of projects 
through them and in measuring the contribution of volunteerism.

Professor Ashok Khosla
Chairman, Development Alternatives, New Delhi, India

Dr Ashok Khosla founded Development Alternatives in 1982 as a major step 
towards fulfilling his dream for sustainable development. Over the years, 
Dr Khosla has worked tirelessly to demonstrate the theory and practice of 
sustainable development through his teachings, inspiring fostering and 
delivery of environmentally friendly and commercially viable technologies. He 
is responsible for policy, strategic planning and the overall supervision of the 
organisation’s operations. He has been working towards the development and 
dissemination of effective environmental management systems and the design 
and advocacy of appropriate policies and institutions both in India and on the 
international arena.
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A PhD in Experimental Physics from Harvard University, he has chaired and 
managed positions of eminence, globally. Starting from 1976 when he was 
appointed director for UNEP’s Infoterra he has gone onto leading institutions 
like Environmental Planning, Gov’t of India, Delhi (1972-76), International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (2008), Club of Rome (2006), United Nation’s 
International Resource Panel (2007) and many more.
His work and expertise has been recognized globally with accolades. In 2002 
he was awarded the United Nations Sasakawa Environment Prize. This was 
followed by Schwab Foundation Award for Outstanding Social Entrepreneur 
in 2004; Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 2008 and Duke of 
Edinburgh Conservation Medal at Buckingham Palace (2011) in recognition for 
his outstanding, life-long service to the environment.

Dr. Beena Pandey
Assistant Professor, RIS, India

Dr. Beena Pandey works as a Assistant Professor, at RIS, New Delhi. Her 
research areas broadly cover social sector issues like quality of education, 
gender empowerment and development issues. Her research areas also include 
IBSA’s performance across social sectors and Sustainable Development Goals 
particularly focus on Goal 4 related to Education and Goal 5 related to Gender 
Equality. She is also the Chairperson of the Committee for Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment of the Women’s Employees posted in RIS.

Dr Bhaskar Balakrishnan
Science Diplomacy Fellow, RIS, India

Dr. Bhaskar Balakrishnan has been an Indian diplomat for 33 years and served 
as Ambassador of India to Greece and Cuba. He has worked in several countries 
in Africa, Europe and Middle East and for over ten years with various UN 
organizations in Geneva and Vienna. He set up and headed the Investment & 
Technology Promotion Division of the Ministry of External Affairs concerned 
with promotion of foreign investment and technology flows. He was educated 
at Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, Delhi University, and Stonybrook 
University, New York, USA. He is an adjunct faculty member at JSS University, 
Mysore.
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Dr Bhavana Prasher
MD (Ayurveda), Senior Principal Scientist, Professor, AcSIR, CSIR-IGIB, New Delhi

Dr Bhavana Prasher is a Principal Scientist in CSIR-IGIB and Professor in AcSIR. 
Dr. Bhavana Prasher has pioneered in the establishment of the new field of 
Ayurgenomics that aims to integrate principles of Ayurveda with genomics for 
personalized and preventive medicine since its inception in 2002. Her group 
has for the first time provided molecular and genomic basis to the principles 
of Prakriti and using ML based approaches recapitulated the basis of Prakriti 
assessment. These have propelled biomarker discoveries which have enabled 
its global acceptance.

Dr Biswajit Roy Chowdhury
South Asian Institute for Advanced Research & Development

Dr Biswajit Roy Chaudhury is the Founder Chairperson of South Asian Institute 
for Advanced Research and Development (SAIARD) and Founder Chairperson 
of International Institute of Geospatial Science and Technology (IIGST). He is 
also Lecturer in Geography in Vidyasagar College, Kolkata, West Bengal. The 
SAIARD is a premier research institution, has been formed in Kolkata with 
a motto to spread the arena of research throughout the world particularly 
focusing on the major issues of the South Asian region. The basic purpose of 
this institution is to focus on the all round academic development especially for 
our students to find out a platform for their future endeavours. 

Dr. Charan Singh
Chief Executive, EGROW Foundation, India

Dr. Charan Singh is a Chief Executive, EGROW Foundation, India. Dr. Charan 
Singh is the former Non Executive Chairman of Punjab & Sind Bank. He was 
full time visiting faculty and former RBI Chair Professor (Dec 2012 to Dec 
2016) at the Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore, India where he taught 
comparative monetary policy and policy issues in Indian economy. Earlier, he 
was a Senior Economist at the Independent Evaluation Office of the International 
Monetary Fund, Washington DC from August 2009 to November 2012 and 
Research Director (Departments: Economic Policy, Debt Management) at the 
Reserve Bank of India (1997–2009). Singh earned his doctorate in Economics 
from the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia. He was a visiting 
scholar for more than a year each at Department of Economics, Harvard 
University and the Stanford Center for International Development, Stanford 
University. He is former Director on the Board of National Housing Bank, 
Delhi and former Director in NABARD Financial Services Ltd, Bangalore. He 
is also Member, Governing Board at Policy Foundation, New Delhi; Member 
of Research Advisory Committee, BIRD, National Bank for Agriculture and 
Rural Development; Honorary Fellow, SKOCH Development Foundation; 
and Member of the Informal Advisory Group on Housing Sector Issues, IMF, 
Washington DC. 
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Professor D K Madaan
Professor of Economics & Head, School of Social Sciences, Punjabi University, 
Patiala, India

Professor D.K Madaan his Ph.D. in Economics from Punjabi University, Patiala in 
November 1992 on ‘Indo-Bangladesh Economic Relations’. His area of research 
is International Trade/Business and Development Economics in general and 
South Asian economic relations in particular. He worked as Professor & Head, 
School of Business, Lovely Professional University, Phagwara, Punjab during 
2006-08; Principal, Punjabi University Campus, Maur (Bathinda) during 2009-
13; and In-charge, Punjabi University College, Ghudda (Bathinda) during 2011; 
Professor of Economics at Punjabi University Regional Centre, Bathinda during 
2011-13; and Professor cum Programme Coordinator (South & Central Asia) 
under Ministry of External Affairs’ Project at CRRID, Chandigarh during 2013-
14. He completed 3 Research Projects including The World Bank’s Minor Project 
on “India and Her Neighbours: Sub-Regional Perspectives from Two Punjabs 
in India & Pakistan”, and The Asia Foundation’s Project on “Understanding 
Non-Tariff Trade Barriers between India and Pakistan”. He elected as Executive 
Committee Member from Punjab in the Indian Economic Association (IEA) for 
2013-16 after his tenure of 2010-13 and 2001-04. He is the Life Member of many 
Academic Bodies like IEA, ISLE, IIDS, ISCA, IAAS, IACIS, etc. 

Professor D K Nauriyal
Department of Humanities & Social Sciences IIT Roorkee, India

Dr Dinesh Kumar Nauriyal is a professor and serves as Head of the Department 
of Humanities and Social Sciences at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Roorkee. His research interests comprises of Migration & Gender Economics, 
Development Economics, Economics of Intellectual Property Rights, 
International Trade (Bilateral and Multilateral Issues), Industrial Productivity 
and Efficiency.

Dr. D.K Nauriyal has held a number of key administrative positions 
throughout his career, including serving as Chairman of the Hospital Advisory 
Committee at IIT Roorkee from  2007 to 2012, Dean of Student Welfare at IIT 
Roorkee from 2014 to 2017 and Vice-Chancellor at Kumaun University, Nainital 
from 2017 to 2019 and Vice-Chancellor (Additional Charge) at Uttarakhand 
Open University, Haldwani from 2018 to 2019.

Dr. Nauriyal’s contributions to higher education have been recognized 
with a number of honours and awards throughout his career. He received the 
Outstanding Teacher Award from IIT Roorkee in 2012 and the Uttarakhand 
Ratan award from All India Conference of Intellectuals in 2017.
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Mr David White
Senior Political Advisor, British High Commission in India, New Delhi, India

Mr. David White is a Senior Political Advisor British High Commission, New 
Delhi in India. Mr David excelled into what is clearly a role that plays to all his 
strengths of targeted briefing, incisive decision-making, collegiate working, and 
horizon scanning. He contributes Contributed high quality analysis, reporting, 
and leadership during a period of increasing geopolitical tension, COVID, and 
an upturn in the UK-India relationship. 

Mr Daya Sagar Shrestha
Executive Director at National Campaign for Sustainable Development, Nepal

Mr Daya Sagar Shrestha is the Executive Director at National Campaign for 
Sustainable Development Nepal (NACASUD-Nepal).

Professor Debolina Kundu
NIUA, New Delhi

Dr. Debolina Kundu is a Professor at the National Institute of Urban Affairs, 
India and has over 20 years of professional experience in the field of development 
studies. She is a doctoral fellow with the ICSSR and has a Ph.D from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University on urban governance. She has worked as consultant with, ADB, 
LSE, IIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, UNESCAP, KfW, GIZ, Urban Institute, Washington, 
East-West Centre, Honolulu etc., on issues of urbanization, migration, urban 
development policies, municipal finance, governance and exclusion. She is 
currently Professor and Editor of journals Environment and Urbanization, Asia 
(SAGE) and Urban India (NIUA). She is the Country Investigator – India, for 
the Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) Centre for Sustainable Healthy 
and Learning Cities and Neighborhoods (SHLC), which is supported by UK 
Research and Innovation. SHLC is an international, interdisciplinary and 
collaborative project, which aims to strengthen capacity in order to increase 
understanding of sustainable neighborhoods and address urban, health and 
education challenges in fast growing cities across Africa and Asia. A member of 
the Fifth Delhi Finance Commission, she has several articles published in books 
and journals.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharyya
Distinguished Fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh

Dr Bhattacharya is a macroeconomist and public policy analyst, and currently 
a Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka. He 
is a former ambassador and permanent representative of Bangladesh to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and UN Offices of Geneva and Vienna, and 
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special adviser on LDCs to the Secretary-General of UNCTAD. Dr Bhattacharya 
sits in many international expert groups, governing bodies of a number of 
leading institutions and editorial board of reputed journals. He has published 
extensively on pro-poor macroeconomics, development challenges of the LDCs 
and issues related to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Dr Bhattacharya 
has studied in Dhaka, Moscow and Oxford. He held a number of visiting 
positions, including at the Centre for Global Development (CGD), Washington 
DC. Dr Bhattacharya is the chair of two global initiatives, viz. LDC IV Monitor 
and Southern Voice on Post-MDG International Development Goals.

Professor Dennis J. Snower
President, Global Solutions Initiative, Germany

Dennis J. Snower is an American-German economist, specializing in 
macroeconomic theory and policy, labor economics, digital governance, social 
economics, and the psychology of economic decisions in “caring economics”. 
He is President of the Global Solutions Initiative in Berlin, Professorial Research 
Fellow at the Institute for New Economic Thinking at Oxford University, Fellow 
at the New Institute in Hamburg, and Non-resident Fellow of the Brookings 
Institution in Washington, D.C. He is former President of the Kiel Institute 
for the World Economy. His prominent labor research explores the role of 
“insiders” and “outsiders” in generating unemployment and macroeconomic 
fluctuations; his socio-economic research examines how social groups shape 
economic behavior; his psycho-economic research explains how economic 
decisions depend on psychological motives; and his macroeconomic research 
investigates why inflation and unemployment can move in opposite directions 
even in the long run. Prior to becoming President of the Kiel Institute, he was 
Professor of Economics at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is an 
expert on labor economics, public policy and inflation-unemployment tradeoffs.

Dr Dibyendu Maiti
Professor of Economics, Delhi School of Economics, New Delhi, India

Dr Dibyendu Maiti is a Professor of Economics at the Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, India. He specialises in development macroeconomics and 
international economics, focusing on labour, technology, and the informal 
sector. Before this, he worked at the University of the South Pacific, Institute of 
Economic Growth Delhi, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta as well 
as held various research positions at the University of Manchester, University 
of Nottingham, Max Planck Institute of Economics (Jena), Norwegian Institute 
of International Affairs, University of Oslo. He received the Max-Planck India 
Fellowship, ICSSR-ESRC exchange and ICSSR-CASS exchange fellowship. 
Recently, he published a book named Digitalisation and Development – India 
and beyond. He is an associate editor of Progress in Development Studies (Sage). 
He received the IDRC Young India Social Sciences Award, 2010 and Global 
Development Network Award, 2009.
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Mr Dominic Richardson
Chief, Social and Economic Policy, UNICEF

Dominic Richardson leads Social Policy and Economic Analysis at UNICEF, 
Office of Research – Innocenti, where he oversees work on cash transfers and 
cash plus programmes in sub-Saharan Africa, multiple overlapping deprivation 
analysis, the Innocenti Report Card Series, and research on family policies and 
child well-being. Dominic previously worked with OECD Social Policy Division 
on a broad range of studies covering child well-being, evaluating family policies, 
integrating human services, and social impact investment. Dominic has led or 
co-authored multiple reports on comparative child well-being in high-income 
countries, and in 2014, was the lead researcher on a joint EC OECD project 
evaluating the content and quality of international surveys of school children 
in high and middle- income countries. In 2018, Dominic was awarded the Jan 
Trost Award for Outstanding Contributions in International Family Studies by 
the National Council for Family Relations in the United States.

Professor Doris Schroeder
UCLan

Professor Doris Schroeder is a Professor of Moral Philosophy, Director of the 
Centre for Professional Ethics, School of Sport and Health Sciences, University of 
Central Lancashire. Doris was educated in Germany and the UK at postgraduate 
level in business / economics and philosophy / politics. Her first career was 
in management, as a budget planner for Time Warner. She has given invited 
presentations on all continents and in 28 countries. Previous employers include 
the University of Melbourne (Professorial Fellow), the University of Oslo and 
the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. Doris worked 17 years on 
a voluntary basis for amnesty international. Her current research direction 
started after her PhD when she worked at the University of Witwatersrand 
in Johannesburg in 2000. Since then, her main research interests are focused 
on global justice, including benefit sharing and global research ethics. She has 
acted as a peer-reviewer for over 30 journals and publishers and currently has 
six editorial roles (e.g. with the Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics and 
Research Ethics). She has been acting as an expert for the European Commission 
since 2004, including as a high-level expert directly reporting to the Director 
General for Research and Innovation. Other consultancy roles include regular 
assessor for the National Research Foundation South Africa, International 
Governing Board Member of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research and Medical Humanities Committee Member Wellcome Trust.
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Prof. Haribabu Ejnavarzala
Adjunct Senior Fellow RIS, Former Professor of Sociology, University of Hyderabad, 
India 

Professor Haribabu Ejnavarzala is the former Professor at the Department of 
Sociology, University of Hyderabad, India, He taught at the Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur, India, for a decade and then moved over to the University 
of Hyderabad in 1990. He specialises in the sociology of science and technology. 
He teaches ‘Science, Culture and Society’, ‘Technology, Culture and Society’, 
and ‘Research Methodology’ at the University of Hyderabad. Over the last ten 
years, he has been focusing on socio-economic and politico-cultural dimensions 
of the production of knowledge and its application, with specific reference 
to molecular biology and biotechnology. He has been contributing research 
papers to international and national peer-reviewed journals, including Food 
Policy, International Journal of Biotechnology, Outlook on Agriculture, Journal 
of Biosciences, Social Scientist, Current Science, Sociological Bulletin, etc. 

Professor Elizabeth Sidiropoulos
Chief Executive Officer, SAIIA, South Africa

Professor Elizabeth Sidiropoulos is the chief executive of the South African 
Institute of International Affairs, which she has led since 2005. She has over 
two decades of experience in the field of politics and international relations, 
and her expertise lies in South Africa’s foreign policy, South-South Cooperation 
and the role of emerging powers in Africa. She is a regular commentator in 
South African and foreign media. She has published on various aspects of South 
Africa’s foreign policy. Most recently, she has co-edited a volume on Values, 
Interests and Power: South African Foreign Policy in Uncertain Times (2020) 
that explores the priorities that the country’s foreign policy should focus on in 
the 2020s. She is the editor-in-chief of the South African Journal of International 
Affairs. She has also recently completed collaboration with scholars across 
five continents on the Handbook on Development Cooperation for Achieving 
the 2030 Agenda, published by Palgrave in 2021. Elizabeth is the co-chair of 
the Think 20 Africa Standing Group, established in 2017 during the German 
presidency of the G20. In December 2020 she was appointed to serve a two-year 
term on the Second High-Level Advisory Board of the UN Economic and Social 
Affairs department.

Dr Fabio Veras Soares
Researcher, Institute for Applied Economic Research (IPEA), Brazil 

Dr. Fabio Veras Soares is a researcher at the Institute for Applied Economic 
Research (IPEA) in Brazil and research coordinator at the International Policy 
Centre for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG), a partnership between UNDP and the 
Government of Brazil. At both IPEA and the IPC-IG, he has worked mostly 
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on labour market, poverty and inequality and social protection policies and 
programmes, including impact evaluation of cash transfers programmes in 
Brazil, Mozambique, Paraguay and Yemen. His work has been published in 
the Journal of Development Effectiveness and the Latin American Research 
Review, and he has written book chapters on the comparative analysis of cash 
transfer programmes. He has numerous publications on impact evaluation of 
cash transfers and social protection programmes, public policies and labour 
economics.

Dr. Fahmida Khatun
Executive Director, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh

Dr. Fahmida Khatun is currently the Executive Director at the Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh. Prior to joining CPD she worked as a Research 
Fellow at the BIDS; as an Environment Specialist for the UNDP; as an Economist 
for the USAID Mission in Bangladesh. She taught economics at universities in 
Bangladesh and England. She was a Visiting Fellow at the Christian Michelsen 
Institute, Norway, at the Korea Institute for Industrial Economics and Trade, 
South Korea and Center for Study of Science, Technology and Policy, India. Dr 
Khatun is a member of the Panel of Economists for the Eighth Five Year Plan 
(2021-25) formed by Bangladesh Planning Commission. She is also a member 
of the Advisory Committee for the National Human Development Report to 
be prepared by the Economic Relations Division, Government of Bangladesh. 
She was a Director of Janata Bank Limited, the second largest state-owned bank 
of Bangladesh and a Director of the SME Foundation of Bangladesh. Her areas 
of interest include macroeconomic policy, aid effectiveness, international trade 
and WTO issues, youth unemployment, health issues, social inclusion and 
poverty eradication, climate change, interests of Least Developed Countries, 
Sustainable Development Goals and women’s contribution to the economy. She 
is a columnist of the Daily Star, a leading daily in Bangladesh. She is also an 
invited contributor to the East Asia Forum.

Mr. Federico Bonaglia
Mr. Federico Bonaglia is Deputy Director of the OECD Development Centre (DEV)

Mr. Bonaglia supports the Director in establishing the strategic directions and 
implementing the Programme of Work of the Development Centre, ensuring 
that the Centre’s analysis and advice remain at the forefront of policy thinking 
and produce results. He provides leadership to strengthen the Development 
Centre’s engagement and impact with Africa, Latin America and global 
governance processes, as well as in several thematic areas such as migration 
and development, natural resources or territorial development. He manages the 
Centre’s Governing Board and engagement with the Centre’s member countries.

Prior to this Mr. Bonaglia was Senior Counsellor to the Director and led 
the Centre’s Policy Dialogue Division. In this capacity, he was responsible for 
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strengthening the Development Centre’s engagement with governments and 
non-state actors, to raise its impact on policy making, and represented the 
OECD in the G20 Development Working Group.

Mr. GA Tadas
Chair Task Force 6 and Visiting Fellow, RIS, New Delhi

Mr. GA Tadas is a Visiting Fellow, Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. Mr. G. A. Tadas has rich experience of 
around 35 years in Banking and various other Industries. He had retired as an 
Executive Director from IDBI Bank, Mumbai. He had worked for 24 years at IDBI 
Bank. Mr. Tadas had worked in various departments viz. Corporate Banking 
Group, Project Appraisal, Risk Management, Corporate Strategy and Planning, 
Corporate Branding and Communications, Organization Development, Systems 
and Procedures, Divestments and HR and Trainings. He had been member of 
various committees set up by RBI, Indian Banks Associations and Government 
of India. 

Prof.  Ganesh Kawadia
former Director, School of Economics, Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore, India

Professor Ganesh Kawadia is Professor& Head at School of Economics, Devi 
Ahilya University, Indore. He has more than 37 years of teaching experience 
in the areas of Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Econometrics, Statistical 
Methods, Operation Research and Research Methodology and Indian Economic 
Policies. He is an eloquent public speaker and delivered several keynote 
addresses in various national and international seminars, conferences and 
special lectures on Research Methodology, Indian Economic Policy Issues, and 
Environmental Economics as well as on Econometrics; several of which were 
part of live telecast programmes on UGC EDUSAT Gyanvani Channel. He was 
awarded with the Best Professor in Economics by World Education Congress 
(2013) for Global Awards for Excellence in Education, Leadership and Teaching 
in economics. 

Dr. George Essegbay
Directors, Science and Technology Policy Research Institute (STEPRI), Ghana

Dr. George Owusu Essegbey is the President of African Network for Economics 
of Learning, Innovation and Competence Building Systems (AfricaLics). He was 
the Director of the Science and Technology Policy Research Institute (STEPRI) 
of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) of Ghana, in Accra. 
He held this position for more than ten years spearheading the institute’s 
development of research projects and partnerships. He served on a number of 
national and international Boards including Ghana’s National Development 
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Planning Commission (NDPC). He has several years of experience in Science 
and Technology (S&T) policy research, innovation studies, climate change 
and sustainable agriculture. Dr. Essegbey was a recipient of a Commonwealth 
Fellowship at the Policy Research in Engineering, Science and Technology 
(PREST) of the University of Manchester, UK. In the course of his research 
career, Dr. Essegbey served various national and international organisations 
with his expertise including FAO, UNESCO, UNCTAD, UNEP, WIPO and the 
World Bank. He was a member of the 10-Member Expert Group supporting the 
United Nations Technology Facilitation Mechanism with the UN Inter-agency 
Task Team on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) for the SDGs.

Mr Gerardo Bracho
Associate Senior Expert Fellow, Centre for Global Cooperation Research, Germany

Mr. Gerardo Bracho is a Mexican diplomat and Associate Senior Expert Fellow 
at the Centre for Global Cooperation Research. He is also a member of the 
Mexican Foreign Service.

Dr Gladys Lechini
Senior Investigator, National Council for Scientific and Technical Research, 
Argentina

Dr Gladys Lechini is Principal Investigator of the National Council for Scientific 
and Technical Research (CONICET). Her teaching, research and management 
activities have been carried out mainly at the Faculty of Political Science and 
International Relations, National University of Rosario, where she is currently 
Professor of International Relations, Senior Researcher at CONICET, Director 
of the Doctorate in International Relations, of the Program of South-South 
Relations and Cooperation (PRECSUR) and the Rosario Institute for Arab and 
Islamic World Studies (IREMAI). She also serves as Co-Director of the Center 
for Studies in International Relations of Rosario (CERIR). She was the Director 
of the School of International Relations of the UNR (1994-2003) and Coordinator 
of the South-South Program of the Latin American Council of Social Sciences 
(CLACSO) (2003-2007). Her research interests include International Relations, 
Africa, Foreign Policy, Argentina, Brazil and South Africa, South-South 
Cooperation, Relations between Latin America and Africa, Studies on Africa 
and the Middle East, BRICS, IBSA.

Professor Gulshan Sachdeva
Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi

Professor Gulshan Sachdeva is a professor and the former Chairperson at 
the Centre for the European Studies in the School of International Studies in 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. He was the Jean Monnet Chair in European 
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Economic Integration & Energy Security (awarded by the European Commission 
2016-2019) and currently is the coordinator for the Jean Monnet Centre of 
Excellence for European Union Studies in India (awarded by the European 
Commission 2018-2023).  He has been the book series editor for Europe-Asia 
Connectivity (Palgrave Macmillan) and the Editor-in-Chief for International 
Studies (Sage). He headed the ADB and the Asia Foundation projects at the 
Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kabul (2006-2010).  He was the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Chair on Contemporary India at the 
University of Leuven; and a Visiting Professor at the University of Warsaw, 
University of Trento, University of Antwerp, Corvinus University of Budapest 
and Mykolas Romers University. His research interests include the European 
Union, Eurasian integration, Afghanistan, development cooperation and energy 
security. 

Dr Harsh Chaturvedi
Associate Professor, School of Energy Sciences and Engineering, IIT, Guwahati, 
India.

Dr. Harsh Chaturvedi is a highly accomplished physicist and researcher with 
a specific focus on Printed Flexible Electronics, Device Fabrication, PV, Battery 
Supercapacitor, Hybrid Nanomaterials. He has accumulated a wealth of 
experience in the field of energy research, through his various roles in different 
institutions. He is currently an Associate Professor at the Centre for Energy, IIT 
Guwahati where he has been working since 2017. Before that, he held the position 
of Visiting Assistant Professor, Centre for Energy, IIT Guwahati from 2015 to 
2017. He is also a recipient of prestigious fellowships like Ramanujan Fellow 
at Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Pune, where he worked 
from 2010 to 2015, and IISER Fellow at the same institute from 2009 to 2010. He 
also served as Lecturer in the Department of Electronics and Communication, 
K.S. Institute of Technology, Bangalore from 2003 to 2004.

Mr Heerad Sabeti, Co-founder and CEO, The Fourth Sector 
Group
Mr Heerad Sabeti is devoted to pursuing systemic solutions to complex social, 
environmental and economic challenges. He is co-founder and CEO of The Fourth 
Sector Group (4SG), a multi-stakeholder, collaborative platform dedicated to 
accelerating the growth of the fourth sector globally. The fourth sector emerging 
at the intersection of the public, private and social sectors is comprised for-
benefit enterprises that seek to seamlessly integrate public purposes with 
business means, harnessing entrepreneurial energy to shape more sustainable, 
inclusive, and resilient economies. 4SG supports the development of supportive 
ecosystems for for-benefit enterprises at the regional, national and global levels 
by advancing knowledge and policy, catalyzing and supporting engagement 
of stakeholders, and mobilizing finance. For over 30 years, Sabeti has been a 
driving force behind numerous national and international initiatives aimed at 
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accelerating the fourth sector’s development. He co-founded The B Team, a 
platform of global business leaders and experts dedicated to the vision of a world 
in which the purpose of business is to drive social, environmental and economic 
benefit. He has served as an advisor to governments, corporations and NGOs on 
cross-sector partnerships, sustainable economic development, and leveraging 
entrepreneurship and innovation to address societal challenges. Sabeti serves 
or has served on advisory bodies for a number of entities including the Aspen 
Institute’s Intersectoral Relations Initiative, the Clinton Global Initiative, Center 
for International Business Education and Research at Duke University’s Fuqua 
School of Business, The B Team, and the World Economic Forum Future Council 
on International Governance, Public-Private Cooperation, and Sustainable 
Development.

Dr Iqbal Singh Sevea
Director, Institute of South Asian Studies (ISAS), Singapore 

Dr Iqbal Singh Sevea is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies at the National 
University of Singapore (NUS). He is an internationally recognized scholar of 
contemporary and modern South Asia whose core research focuses on South 
Asian politics, social and political thought, and governance. He has held 
academic appointments at leading institutions globally and is the author of 
several publications. Before joining ISAS, he was an Associate Professor with 
the Department of History at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
where he was a faculty member from 2012 to 2021. From 2018 to end 2021, 
he was also a Visiting Research Associate Professor at ISAS. Prior to this, he 
was an Assistant Professor and the Coordinator of the Contemporary Islam 
Programme at the S Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) at the 
Nanyang Technological University. He is the current Vice-President of the 
American Institute of Pakistan Studies and has also served on the committee of 
the American Institute of Indian Studies. 

Ms Ivyreen Warjri
Assistant Director (Good Governance Cell), Meghalaya Administrative Training 
Institute, Shillong, India

Ms Ivyreen Warjri is an Assistant Director, Meghalaya Administrative Training 
Institute, Shilong, India since 2018. 

Dr Jayanta Choudhury
Head, Department of Rural Development, Tripura University, Tripura, India

Dr. Jayanta Choudhury presently works as faculty, Department of Rural 
Management and Development, Tripura University after working at State 
Institute of Rural Development, Tripura and National Institute of Rural 
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Development, Hyderabad, India. He did his Ph.D. and Masters in Rural 
Development from Visva-Bharati University, West Bengal. He teaches Inclusive 
Rural development; Rural Development Planning & Project Management; 
Financial Inclusion; Social Enterprises, etc. to PG students.

He serves as Associate Editor for International Journal of Rural Development 
& Management Studies (IJRDMS) and TUI – A journal on Tribal Life and 
Culture. He has led various internationally funded development projects in 
India and Bangladesh. He has received Global Award (Best Professor in Rural 
Development) from World Education Congress-2015 and Broad Outlook 
Learner Teacher (BOLT) Award-2006 from AIR INDIA, Mumbai. He is active 
board member of various Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) including Financial 
Inclusion Trust (under the aegis of Bandhan Bank, India)

Professor Jeffrey D Sachs
Director, Centre for Sustainable Development, Columbia University, USA

Professor Jeffrey D Sachs Sachs serves as the Director of the Center for 
Sustainable Development at Columbia University, where he holds the rank 
of University Professor, the university’s highest academic rank. He held the 
position of Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University from 2002 to 
2016. He is President of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network, 
a commissioner of the UN Broadband Commission for Development, and an 
SDG Advocate for UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres. From 2001-18, 
Sachs served as Special Advisor to UN Secretaries-General Kofi Annan (2001-
7), Ban Ki-moon (2008-16), and António Guterres (2017-18). Prior to joining 
Columbia, Sachs spent over twenty years as a professor at Harvard University, 
most recently as the Galen L. Stone Professor of International Trade. Sachs 
was the co-recipient of the 2015 Blue Planet Prize, the leading global prize for 
environmental leadership. He was twice named among Time magazine’s 100 
most influential world leaders and has received 32 honorary doctorate degrees.

Dr Jorge Antonio Perez Pineda
Professor, Universidad Anáhuac, México.

Dr Jorge Perez Pineda is the founding member of the Mexican Network 
International Development Cooperation (REMECID). He has been Coordinator 
of Research in Social Sciences and International Cooperation at the Mora 
Institute. He is also a consultant and researcher for international institutions 
in the field of international cooperation, foreign investment and transnational 
companies and foreign trade agent in the Commercial Department of Mexico in 
Spain and Bancomext.

His main Research topics consist of financing for development, Private Sector 
in International Cooperation, Institutionality of International Cooperation and 
Corporate Social Responsibility, carrying out case studies and analysis of public-
private collaboration strategies. 
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Mr Jorge Moreira da Silva
Director, OECD Development Co-operation Directorate

Mr Jorge Moreira da Silva is director of the Development Cooperation 
Directorate of OECD. As Director of the Development Co-operation Directorate 
(DCD), Mr. Moreira da Silva plays a key role in positioning the OECD’s work 
on development co-operation at the leading edge. He supports the work of 
the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) and collaborates closely with 
other components of the OECD’s Development Cluster to strengthen the 
Organisation’s contribution to the international governance architecture, as 
well as to OECD-wide initiatives such as NAEC, Inclusive Growth, and work 
in support of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). From 2013 to 2015, he 
was Portugal’s Minister of Environment, Energy and Spatial Planning. Prior to 
this Ministerial position, Mr. Moreira da Silva served as Senior Environmental 
Finance Advisor and Programme Manager on Climate Change Innovative 
Finance at UNDP’s Bureau for Development Policy (2009-2012); Senior Advisor 
to the President of Portugal (2006-2009); Secretary of State for Science and Higher 
Education (2003-2004); Secretary of State for Environment and Spatial Planning 
(2004-2005); Member of the Portuguese Parliament (1995-99; 2005-2006; 2015-
16); and Member of the European Parliament (1999-2003). As Member of the 
European Parliament, he was the Standing Draftsman on climate change and 
he authored the Report and the political agreement on the EU GHG Emissions 
Trading Directive in 2003. He has served as Visiting Full Professor at the Lisbon 
University and Founder and Chairman, since 2011, of the Lisbon-based think-
tank Platform for a Sustainable Growth. He also served as First Vice-President 
of the Executive Board of Partido Social Democrata, PSD (2010-2016). 

Mr Justin Vaisse
Director General Paris Peace Forum, Paris

Founder and Director General of the Paris Peace Forum, Justin Vaïsse previously 
led the Centre for Analysis, Planning and Strategy at the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs from 2013-2019. Justin Vaïsse also served as Director of 
Research at the Brookings Institution in Washington (2007-2013), with a focus 
on transatlantic relations and European foreign policy. A historian specialized 
in international relations and American foreign policy, Dr. Vaïsse has written 
and co-authored numerous works translated in multiple languages, and has 
held teaching positions at the Paris School of International Affairs of Sciences 
Po, and School of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University.
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Dr Jyoti Chandiramani
Director, Symbiosis School of Economics, Symbiosis International  University, Pune

Dr. Jyoti Chandiramani is Director, Symbiosis School of Economics & Dean 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. Prof Jyoti Chandiramani has more 
than 33 years of experience in Teaching, Institution Building, Administration 
and Research. Presently, she teaches - Urban Economic Development and Urban 
Mobility at the Masters level. She has conducted more than 50 Management 
Development Programs for corporates, such as WIPRO, AZTEC, HP, Intel, 
Godrej, Zensar Technologies, WNS, Cognizant, EXL, Deloitte, Deutsche Bank, 
Continum Solutions, Dr. Reddy’s etc. 

Prof. K. Seeta Prabhu
Visiting Professor and Senior Advisor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, 
India

Seeta Prabhu is currently Visiting Professor and Senior Advisor, SDGs at the 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. She is a leading exponent of the 
human development approach and spearheaded the preparation of Human 
Development Reports across 26 Indian States as Head of Human Development 
Resource Centre, UNDP, India. The positions she occupied include Tata 
Chair Professor and Director, Prime Minister’s Rural Development Fellows 
programme at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai and Professor of 
Development Economics, University of Mumbai. 

Dr Kanhaiya Ahuja
Professor and Head, School of Economics, Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore, 
India

Dr Kanhaiya Kumar Ahuja is presently the Professor at School of Economics, 
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore and also the Deputy Coordinator, UGC-
Special Assistance Programme at DRS Phase-II. He is the “Managing Editor” 
of Journal of “Madhya Pradesh Economic Association” since 2008-09 Also an 
Executive Council member of “Indian Economic Association”.

Dr Laura Waisbisch
Research Fellow, University of Oxford, UK

Dr Laura Trajber Waisbich is an SSD Postdoctoral Fellow working on the 
‘Politics of Accountability in South-South Development Cooperation’ project.
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Professor Li Xiaoyun
Lead Chair Professor, China Agricultural University, China (online)

Prof. Li Xiaoyun is the Dean of China Institute for South-South Cooperation 
in Agriculture (CISSCA) and distinguished professor in College of Humanities 
and Development Studies at China Agricultural University. He is Chair of the 
Network of Southern Think Tanks (NeST), and China International Development 
Research Network. He used to be the Director of OECD-DAC China Group, 
vising professor at London School of Economics and Political Science and Oslo 
University and visiting fellow at Germany Institute for Development. He is 
a senior advisor for the Chinese Government, the World Bank (WB), United 
Nations (UN), German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ), The 
Department for International Development (DFID) of United Kingdom, Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) and many other international development 
organizations. He has founded or led several independently operated 
organizations including research institutions and nonprofit organizations. In 
2017 he initiated the China Institute for South-South Cooperation in Agriculture, 
the first Chinese think tank in SSC agriculture; in 2015 he founded Action Against 
Poverty, a grass-root philanthropy organization whose anti-poverty project in a 
Yunnan village has become a national model; in 1998 he initiated the College of 
Humanities and Development Studies at China Agricultural University, China’s 
first college for development education, and has been relentlessly advancing 
the mainstreaming of development studies in Chinese higher education system; 
from 1989 to 1994, he led the China-Germany Center for Integrated Agricultural 
Development, Germany’s first aid project in China.

Mr Lokesh Sharma
Additional CEO, AIGGPA and OSD to Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. 
Government of Madhya Pradesh.

Mr Lokesh Sharma is presently Additional CEO (ACEO) of AIGGPA Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh and OSD to Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. Before this, 
he was Senior Principal and Practice Leader- Public Health, AMESA at IQVIA 
which is a leading global provider of advanced analytics, technology solutions, 
and clinical research services to the life sciences industry.

Mr Lokesh completed his Bachelor of Commerce from Delhi University 
followed by Master of Business Administration (MBA) in Finance from Sikkim 
Manipal University.
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Mr Lukovi Seke,
AUDA-NEPAD

Mr Lukovi Seke is employed by the African Union Development Agency 
(AUDA-NEPAD), assigned to Strategic Initiatives, Directorate of Technical 
Co-operation and Programme Funding (DTCPF) since July 2019. He started in 
April 2007 working for the African Science, Technology & Innovation Indicators 
(ASTII) Initiative at the then NEPAD Secretariat. He is regularly consulted by 
Non-profit organisations (NGOs) and he is civil society activist since 1994. He 
occupied leadership positions in different student networks and regional youth 
movements. His area of expertise is in Economics, Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Youth issues, and Human Rights & Humanitarian Issues. 

Prof. M. H. Suryanarayanan, Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research, Mumbai
M. H. Suryanarayanan is a retired professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai, Indiam

Professor M. Suresh Babu
Adviser, Prime Minister Economic Advisory Council, New Delhi, India

Professor M Suresh Babu is an advisor to Prime Minister Economic Advisory 
Council in New Delhi, India. Apart from aforementioned role, he is an Assistant 
professor at Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Madras, Chennai. Before this he was a research associate 
at Centre for Development Studies, Trivandrum, Kerala and member of WTO 
Forum on non-agricultural sector, Government of Kerala.

His area of interest consists of Applied Mathematics, Industrial Economics 
and Trade & Development. He Completed his Ph.D and M.Phil (Applied 
Economics) from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. He received his M.S 
(Development Economics) from Pondicherry Central University.

Mr. Mario Pezzini
Former Director, OECD Development Centre, Paris

Mr. Mario Pezzini is former Director of the OECD Development Centre and 
Special Advisor to the OECD Secretary General on Development. Before 
joining the Development Centre in 2010, Mario Pezzini held several senior 
management positions in the OECD, where he has been working since 1995. 
Prior to joining the OECD, Mr. Pezzini was Professor in Industrial Economics at 
the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Mines de Paris as well as in US and Italian 
Universities. Also, Mr. Pezzini served as an Advisor in the field of economic 
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development, industrial organisation and regional economics in international 
organisations and think tanks (e.g. ILO, UNIDO, European Commission and 
Nomisma in Italy). Mr. Pezzini started his career in the Government office of the 
Emilia-Romagna Region.

H.E. Mr Marten van den Berg
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, New Delhi, India 

High Excellence Mr Marten van der Berg serves as Netherlands Ambassador for 
India, Nepal and Bhutan. He is also presently Director General Foreign Economic 
Relations and Special Envoy OECD, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands. 
Before this, he was the Deputy Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Netherlands. H.E Marten received his master’s degree from Erasmus University 
Rotterdam.

Mr Mikatekiso Kubayi
Researcher, Institute for Global Dialogue, South Africa

Mr Mikatekiso Kubayi is a researcher at the Institute for Global Dialogue 
associated with UNISA (IGD). Mr Kubayi previously worked as Political 
Advisor in the Speaker’s Office under Hon Max Sisulu (Speaker of the National 
Assembly RSA for six years). His research interests include Power, Global 
Political Economy (global financial architecture), African Political Economy, 
and BRICS. He holds a Master’s degree in Global Political Economy from the 
University of Sussex (UK) and he is currently) focusing on matters of BRICS 
and global finance. He is a member of the South African Association of Political 
Studies (SAAPS).

Professor Mustafizur Rahman
Distinguished Fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue

Professor Mustafizur Rahman is currently serving as Distinguished Fellow at 
the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), a leading think tank in South Asia. Prior to 
this he was Executive Director of the CPD (2007-2017). He started his career as an 
Assistant Professor at the Department of Accounting and Information Systems 
(AIS) of the Faculty of Business Studies, University of Dhaka. Having taught 
for twenty-five years, he took voluntary early retirement from the University 
in 2012 to work full time at the CPD. He was awarded the prestigious Ibrahim 
Memorial Gold Medal by the University of Dhaka for excellence in research. 
Professor Rahman is a member of the Dhaka University Senate (2009-2013 and 
2018-present). He is a member of Board of Trustees and Syndicate member of the 
BRAC University. His areas of current research interest include Bangladesh’s 
fiscal-monetary policies and macroeconomic performance, trade policies and 
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trade reforms, globalisation, regionalisation and regional trading arrangements, 
connectivity in Southern Asian region, WTO, multilateral trading system and 
interests of low-income countries, implementation challenges of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in Bangladesh, and graduation challenges of the 
LDCs. He has published widely in professional journals both in Bangladesh 
and abroad, and has authored books and monographs in areas of interest and 
expertise.

Professor N K Bishnoi
Professor, Department of Economics, GJ University of Science & Technology, Hisar, 
India

Dr Narendra Kumar Bishnoi is a Professor at Haryana School of Business GJ 
University of Science & Technology, Hisar, India. His Area of Specialization 
is Economic Policy Analysis, Regional Competitiveness and Urban Economics, 
Feasibility Analysis and Unconventional Sources of Funding.

Professor N R Bhanumurthy
Vice Chancellor, Dr B.R. Ambedkar School of Economics University, India

Prof N. R. Bhanumurthy has taken charge as a first Vice-Chancellor of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar School of Economics University, Bengaluru (BASE University). Prior 
to this he worked as Assistant Professor and Associate Professor at Institute of 
Economic Growth, Delhi. His research areas are macro-monetary economics, 
fiscal policy, international money & finance, macroeconomic modeling and 
development economics. In these areas he has authored over 70 research papers 
and five books. He had brief stints at UNESCAP, Bangkok and at UNDP RCC 
at Colombo as Macroeconomist. He was a Visiting Fellow at MSH, Paris, Mcgill 
University, Montreal and ADB, Manila. He has been a consultant to UN-DESA 
(New York), UN-ESCWA (Beirut), UNDP-Nepal, UNDP-Bhutan, UNESCAP, 
ILO, the World Bank, and ADB India. He has served on over 22 government 
committees constituted by Finance Ministry, Ministry of Statistics, Ministry 
of Rural Development, National Statistical Commission, erstwhile Planning 
Commission, NITI Aayog, RBI, Government of Karnataka, among others. 
Currently he is serving on ‘Advisory Committee on Ways and Means Advances 
to State Governments’ constituted by RBI; Advisory Committee on National 
Accounts Statistics’ constituted by Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation; ‘High Level Committee on Monitoring and Evaluation’ by 
Ministry of Rural Development, GoI. He has been the Secretary of the Indian 
Econometric Society since 2006 and also Managing Trustee of Indian Economic 
Association Trust for Research and Development since 2010. He has received 
two prestigious awards: Mahalanobis Memorial Medal (National) Award 
for the year 2014 for his outstanding contributions to the field of quantitative 
economics in India; and “VKRV Rao Prize in Social Sciences (Economics)” for 
the year 2015, for high quality research and for significant contributions to social 
science research in India.
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Professor Nagesh Kumar
Director, ISID, New Delhi, India

Professor Nagesh Kumar is the Director and Chief Executive of the Institute 
for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID). Prior to taking up this role in 
May 2021, Dr Kumar served as Director at the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), holding several senior 
management roles during 2009-21 including as Chief Economist, Director of 
Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development Division and Social 
Development Division at the UNESCAP headquarters in Bangkok and as Head 
of the South and South-West Asia Office located in New Delhi, that he also 
had the privilege of establishing. Dr Kumar served as the Director-General of 
the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), a policy 
think tank of the Government of India (Ministry of External Affairs). He has also 
served as an Economist at UNU/INTECH (now UNU/MERIT) in Maastricht, 
the Netherlands. Holding a PhD in Economics from the Delhi School of 
Economics, Dr Kumar is recipient of the Exim Bank’s first International Trade 
Research Award in 1990, and GDN’s Research Medal awarded by the World 
Bank and the Japanese Government in Tokyo in 2000.

Dr. Nandini K. Kumar
Former Deputy Director General, ICMR and Vice President FERCI, Trivandrum, India

Dr. Nandini Kumar graduated and Post-graduated in Clinical Pathology 
from Trivandrum Medical College. She was involved in medical research in 
the Gastroenterology Department, Trivandrum Medical College and in Liver 
Clinic in the Institute of Medicine, Madras Medical College. Later in the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) her major work involved Traditional 
Medicine Research and bioethics besides others. She was closely involved in 
the formulation of the national ethical Guidelines, stem cell research guidelines 
and other Drafts including ASU (Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani). As member 
of executive committee of Forum for Ethics Review Committees in India 
(FERCI), and member of Forum for Ethics Review Committees in Asia Pacific 
(FERCAP) she is involved in ethics committee related activities in India and is 
national and international surveyor for ethics committees. She is Fogarty Fellow 
graduate in bioethics (International Stream), from the University of Toronto, 
and recipient of grants from Genome Canada and Fogarty International Center, 
National Institute of Health, USA. Besides publications in the area of ethics 
and traditional medicine she is also a reviewer for the same. She is member of 
President Obama’s Commission for the Study of ethical issues (international 
panel) and member of several other national committees. Presently she is Dr. 
TMA Pai Endowment Chair for Bioethics in Manipal University, Karnataka, 
and adjunct faculty there and other institutions.
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Professor Nawal K Paswan
Dean, School of Social Sciences, Sikkim University, Sikkim, India

Prof. Nawal K Paswan is currently working as an Associate Professor-Dean, 
Social Sciences department, Sikkim University, India. His Area of specialization 
consists of Natural Resource Conflicts and Management; Conflict and 
Cooperation; and Strategic and Developmental issues in North East India.

Dr. Nicolas Buchoud
Co-founder and President, Grand Paris Alliance for Metropolitan Development, 
France

Nicolas J.A. Buchoud is the President of the Grand Paris Alliance for Metropolitan 
Development, an award-winning and collaborative think-tank. He is also 
the co-owner of Renaissance Urbaine, the strategic advisory consultancy he 
established in 2006. He has served as senior advisor to the President of Paris Ile 
de France Region and has served in several public positions. He is the editor of 
The Smart Cities We Need Manifest, launched in 2016, edited in Russian and to 
be released in Arabic in partnership with Université Hassan II in Casablanca in 
2017. He serves as a member of the post Habitat III General Assembly of Partners 
(GAP), the Global Planners Network (GPN) and of the Deutsche Akademie 
für Städtebau und Landesplanung (DASL). He also leads the interdisciplinary 
Centre for Urban Research and the Anthropocene (CUR) at the federal Tomsk 
State University in Siberia.

Dr Noura Mansouri
Fellow King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and Research Center (KAPSARC), Saudi 
Arabia

Dr Noura Mansouri is a fellow at KAPSARC, a research affiliate at MIT, and an 
expert at the World Energy Council. She is the co-chair of the T20 Indonesia 2022 
Task Force on Governing Climate Target, Energy Transition and Environmental 
Protection. She also served as the (lead) co-chair of the T20 Task Force on Climate 
Change and Environment/Sustainable Energy during both the Saudi 2020 and 
Italian 2021 G20 presidencies. Dr. Mansouri has over 18 years of research and 
professional experience. She earned her MBA and Ph.D. degrees in climate 
change, sustainability and energy transitions from the University of London 
and completed a postdoctoral fellowship at MIT. 
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Mr Oluseun Andrew Ishola
Principal Course Facilitator and Research Officer, Centre for Management 
Development (CMD), Nigeria

Mr Oluseun Andrew lshola, is a young researcher and a learning and 
development practitioner, who specializes in the area of International economics, 
regional integration, development economics and management at the Centre 
for Management Development, Ibadan, Nigeria. The Centre is an agency of the 
Nigerian federal government, charged with the mandate to conduct research 
and build the capacity of employees in the public and private sectors of the 
country, through the rendering of training courses, workshops and specialised 
consultancy services. Over the last eleven years of working with the centre, he 
has made valuable contributions in the area of research, course content design 
and workshop delivery. He is currently pursuing a Ph.D. programme in the 
University of Ibadan. Nigeria.

Dr Pam Rajput
Professor, Department cum Centre for Women’s Studies & Development, Panjab 
University, Punjab, India

Dr. Pam Rajput is a renowned academic and feminist leader with a Ph.D. and 
LL.B. She currently holds the title of Professor at Panjab University, where 
she has served as Coordinator for the Master Programme in Governance and 
Leadership, Former Dean of Social Sciences, and Chair of the Department of 
Political Science. Dr. Rajput is also the Founder and Director of the Centre for 
Women’s Studies and Development.

Dr. Rajput has made significant contributions to the advancement of women’s 
rights in India. She has served as Chair of the Government of India’s High Level 
Committee on the Status of Women, Vice Chair of the National Alliance of 
Women (NAWO), Convenor of Women 2030 and South Asia Women’s Watch, 
and former Chair of the Asia Pacific Women’s Watch (APWW). She is currently a 
member of the Executive Committee of APWW. Dr. Rajput has also represented 
India in the W20 and has chaired Working Groups on Inclusive Decision Making 
and Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG). She is also a member of the 
UN Women Civil Society Advisory Group in India and has participated in UN 
Conferences from Rio to Beijing to Global Summit on Transformative Agenda 
and the UNCSW meetings since 1993 till date.

Dr. Rajput is also a member of the Leadership Council of the International 
Center for Research on Women (ICRW). In light of her commitment made during 
GEF (Paris, 2021) for an Alternative and Determined Futures for Women, she 
is now engaged in building capacity of young feminist leaders in policy and 
public advocacy as a mentor to pass on the baton to the coming generation of 
leaders.
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Ms Pamla Gopaul
Lead Coordinator Policy Bridge Tank Programme: African Union Development 
Agency-NEPAD, South Africa

Ms Pamla Gopaul currently serves as a Senior Programme Office for Strategic 
Initiatives within the African Union Development Agency-NEPAD and 
is responsible for the establishment of the Agency’s Policy Bridge Tank. 
From 2015 to 2019, Ms Pamla Gopaul, served as a Policy Officer and Senior 
Coordinator to the Chief Executive Officer, at the NEPAD Agency, in Midrand, 
Johannesburg and she was responsible for aligning the organization’s strategic 
plan for effective programme implementation. She held an important role as 
Senior Administrative Officer to the CEO, from 2006 to 2015 and during this 
time over a period of two years, the organisation had to be managed, without an 
officially appointed Chief Executive Officer. Through her diligence and passion, 
she enabled business continuity and transparency and was accountable to the 
African Union Governance committee and development partners. She has over 
24 years of experience as a professional coordinator and has served as a Research 
Fellow and Financial Administrator at Technikon Natal from 1998 to 2000.

Dr Pankaj Vashisht
Associate Professor, RIS, New Delhi, India

Dr Vashisht is an Associate Professor at Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), a New Delhi-based Think-Tank. Prior to Joining RIS, 
he was with Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relation. 
Dr Vashisht has more than 15 years of experience in policy-oriented research. 
He specialises in the field of International trade, Technology, Labour Economics 
and Applied Econometrics. He has worked closely with policymakers in India 
both at centre and state level. He has also conducted research studies for various 
international organisations such as The World Bank, Asian Development Bank, 
Elcano Royal Institute and Indian industry associations such as Auto Component 
Manufacturers Association (ACMA) and Society of Indian Auto Manufacturers 
(SIAM). Dr Vashisht is the recipient of ‘Young Scholar Grant’ to attend the ‘38th 
NBER Summer Institute’ held in Cambridge USA in 2015. He holds a PhD in 
Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Dr Vashisht has done 
substantial work on the implications of International Trade and Technology 
up-gradation for jobs in India. Dr Vashisht has numerous publications which 
include a book on the competitiveness of Indian auto Industry, several chapters 
in edited volumes, papers in refereed national and international journals and 
working papers.
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Professor Paulo Esteves
Institute of International Relations of the Pontifical Catholic University, Brazil

Professor Paulo Esteves is an Associate Professor at the International Relations 
Institute of the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro and the Director 
of the BRICS Policy Center. In 2004, he organized the book “International 
Institutions: security, trade and integration” and, in 2010, he published the book 
“The Convergence between Humanitarian Practices and International Security” 
by the publisher Del Rey/FUNAG. During this period, he also published a series 
of articles and book chapters in the areas of international security, humanitarian 
protection and international development. He has experience as a consultant 
for the United Nations Development Programs and ECOSOC. He served as 
coordinator of International Relations for the Government of the State of Minas 
Gerais between 2004 and 2005. He was a consultant for CNPq and CAPES on 
several occasions and is a member of the editorial board of publications such 
as International Political Sociology and Revista Contexto Internacional. He is a 
founding partner of the Brazilian Association of International Relations (ABRI) 
of which he was director between 2005 and 2009 and president between 2011 
and 2014. He is currently conducting research in three areas: (i) convergence of 
the fields of international security, humanitarian protection and development, 
(ii) international development with an emphasis on south-south cooperation 
and the 2030 agenda, and (iii) emerging powers. 

Professor Pinaki Chakraborty
Vice-chairman, Institute of Development Studies, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Professor Pinaki Chakraborty is working with the Asia Development Bank 
on public financial management issues in South Asia. He is former director 
of National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP), New Delhi. Before 
joining National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, he was a consultant for 
the 11th Finance Commission of India. He is engaged in a number of research 
projects on fiscal policy. He has 15 years of research experience in the areas of 
fiscal federalism, tax policy and resource mobilization, applied macroeconomics, 
public expenditure management, decentralization, and gender and fiscal policy. 
He has critical domain knowledge of the public finances of the national and 
state governments of India, having worked closely with them over several 
years. He has testified before the Select Committee of the Upper House of the 
Indian Parliament on the 122nd Constitutional Amendment Bill, or the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST). He has also served on the advisory committees of 
universities and as a member of research institutions in India and abroad
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Professor Polly Vauquline
Assistant Professor, Department of Women’s Studies, Guahati University, India

Professor Polly Vauquline is a professor in the departments of Women’s Studies 
in Guahati University, Assam. She received her M.A from Guahati University 
and PhD from North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU), Shillong. Her area of 
Interest comprises of Gender Geography and Women Studies.

Dr Posh Raj Pandey
Chairman, SAWTEE, Nepal

Dr. Pandey has more than 25 years of experiences working on issues of trade, 
economy and development. Currently, he is the Chairman at South Asia Watch 
on Trade Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), a consortium of South Asian 
NGOs, working to build capacity of concerned stakeholders in the context of 
liberalisation and globalisation. Dr. Pandey has served as a member of the UN 
Secretary General High-Level Panel on Technology Bank. He is listed in the 
Indicative Panelist of the Dispute Settlement Body of the WTO. He is a member 
in various committees of the Government of Nepal, including Board of Trade 
and Nepal Business Forum. Dr. Pandey has served as an economic expert in 
Prime Minister’s Advisory Board and was a member of the National Planning 
Commission, an apex policy making body of the Government of Nepal. He was 
one of the negotiators for Nepal’s accession to the WTO. Dr. Pandey has also 
worked for the UNDP in Nepal on the issues of multilateral trade integration 
and trade-related capacity building. He was a faculty at the Central Department 
of Economics, Tribhuvan University and has extensively published on the issues 
of international trade, macroeconomics and development.

Smt Pragna Parande
Member, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)

Smt. Pragna Parande is an Advocate in the Supreme Court of India with 30 years 
of experience in the legal field. She is currently Advisor to Ministry of Labour 
and Employment and General Secretary of Chetana Conscience of Women. She 
is a former Member of the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights. 
Before joining the Commission, she has served as Member, Board of Governors 
in the Indian Council for Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE), Ministry of 
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Govt. of India. As Member, NCPCR 
she travelled across the country meeting with juvenile justice functionaries 
and giving voice to the contemporary challenges of children both nationally 
and internationally. Her guidance and vision have aided 8000+ beneficiaries to 
become positive change agents in society.
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Dr Preeti Kumar
Vice President, Public Health Foundation of India

Dr. Preeti Kumar is the Vice President- Public Health System Support at the 
Public Health Foundation of India. She is an Ophthalmologist with a MSc in 
Public Health Policy and Financing from the London School of Economics 
(LSE) and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). She 
has over 25 years’ experience of working with Government of Uttar Pradesh, 
Ministry of Health, GOI, WHO and the GFATM. She was part of the Secretariat 
for the High-Level Expert Group (HLEG) which drafted the report on Universal 
Health Coverage. Most recently she co-led the team at PHFI which worked on 
drafting the State Health Policy for Uttar Pradesh. Some of her key achievements 
at PHFI have been to establish a National Technical Support Unit (NTSU) for 
the National AIDS Control Organisation to support and strengthen the quality 
of HIV prevention programs across the country as well as large scale capacity 
building initiatives of NGOS working in HIV program. She continues to lead and 
implement several projects with the national programs and State governments 
on HIV, TB and Visceral Leishmaniasis. 

Dr. Pritam Banerjee
Logistics Specialist Consultant, Asian Development Bank (ADB), New Delhi, India

Dr Pritam Banerjee brings several years of experience in the areas of logistics 
operations, trade facilitation, and trade policy. He is currently a consultant 
with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) as a Logistics Sector Specialist. Prior 
to his work with the ADB, Banerjee was Senior Director for Public Policy with 
the Deutsche Post DHL Group, responsible for South Asia. In this capacity, he 
was responsible for engaging with governments and governmental agencies on 
regulatory affairs and policy. He also served as a consultant for major clients of 
Deutsche Post DHL Group, finding solutions to regulatory and policy problems 
related to their supply chains. Banerjee previously served as the Head of Trade 
Policy, Confederation of Indian Industry’s (CII) Trade Policy Division, and 
with the World Bank in Washington, D.C., where his work focused trade facilitation 
and trade in services. Banerjee is a member of the National Trade 
Facilitation Steering Committee and was most recently a special invitee to the 
Committee on Ease of Doing Business Reforms constituted under the Ministry 
of Commerce as a part of Prime Minister Modi’s initiative on reforms. 

Dr Priyadarshi Dash
Associate Professor, RIS, New Delhi, India

Dr. Priyadarshi Dash is Associate Professor at Research and Information System 
for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, India. He contributes to RIS work 
programmes on G20, BIMSTEC, Indo-Pacific and Asia-Africa Growth Corridor. 
His research interests include services trade, regional financial cooperation, 
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infrastructure finance, macroeconomic and development strategies, and blue 
economy. Dr. Dash has published two books titled “Asia-Africa Growth Corridor: 
Development and Cooperation in Indo-Pacific” and “Universal Banking in India: 
Evolution, Trends and Performance” and several papers in peer-reviewed journals 
and edited volumes. He is member of Editorial Advisory Board of Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing, London; member of Editorial Board of Advances in 
Economics and Business; Member of Editorial Review Board of Virtual 
Economics; and Managing Editor of G20 Digest. He has visited Korea Institute 
for Industrial Economics and Trade (KIET), Seoul as a ‘Visiting Fellow’ in 2012 
under a fellowship by the Asia Foundation. Dr. Dash holds PhD in Economics 
from Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay, India, and has received the 
“Award for Excellence in Thesis Work” by IIT Bombay.

Dr Priyanto Rohmattullah
Deputy Director of Global Development Cooperation, Ministry of National 
Development Planning/BAPPENAS, Indonesia 

Priyanto Rohmattullah is a Deputy Director at the Directorate of Foreign Policy 
and International Development Cooperation, Ministry of National Development 
Planning/Bappenas, Government of Indonesia, where he coordinates the 
formulation of policies on international development cooperation program, 
including South-South and Triangular Cooperation Program in Indonesia, since 
2013. He particularly manages the planning and budgeting in the Government 
Annual Workplan for foreign policy and international development cooperation, 
including SSTC program. He is member of Working Group at the Indonesia Aid 
Agency as well as member of Indonesia Peace Keeping Operation’s Working 
Group. He is also working closely with the IsDB on the Reverse Linkage 
Program, UNOSSC and GPEDC. Currently, he intensively is promoting the Multi 
Stakeholders Partnership as new modality on the international development 
cooperation. 

Professor Rajat Kathuria
Dean, Shiv Nadar University, India

Dr. Rajat Kathuria is Dean and Professor of Economics, School of Humanities 
& Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar University, India. He carries over 20 years of 
experience in teaching and more than 15 years of experience in economic policy, 
besides pursuing extensive research on a range of issues relating to regulation 
and competition policy. Dr. Kathuria served as Director and Chief Executive at 
the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) 
before joining the University.  He has earlier taught undergraduate Economics at 
the University of Maryland, USA, and spent over 12 years with the International 
Management Institute (IMI), New Delhi teaching post-graduate students 
Managerial Economics and International Trade. He has also previously worked 
with the World Bank in Washington D.C. as a Consultant, and worked on 
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research assignments for a number of international organizations, including the 
International Labour Organization (ILO), United National Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), LirneAsia, The World Bank and The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). He serves on multiple industry and government 
Committees such as the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Committee 
on International Trade Policy and Exports, the Implementation for Intended 
Determined Contribution (Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Government of India), and on the Research Advisory Council of the 
State Bank of India (SBI). 

Mr Rajeev Issar
Policy Specialist, Climate Risks and Risk Governance and Thematic Head Urban 
Resilience, UNDP, USA

Mr Rajeev Issar is a resilience, sustainable development and risk management 
professional working with UNDP focusing on risk-informing the sustainable 
development processes; global policy discourse on 2030 Agenda; urban 
resilience, disaster/climate risk analysis and impact assessments from different 
time thresholds. He is leading policy and programmatic initiatives for sustainable 
development and resilience building at global, national, urban and community 
level to advance risk-informed development. He has extensive experience 
and in-depth understanding of resilience and sustainability issues including 
formulation of training and learning modules. He leads global, regional 
and national programmatic interventions with UNDP and under ACCCRN 
initiatives to foster sustainability and resilience of socio-economic development 
sectors and urban centers with focus on community and livelihood resilience. 
He has experience in Government of India-Additional Private Secretary (Deputy 
Staff Officer) to the then Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister of India 
handling internal security issues, media interface, parliamentary work, disaster 
risk management etc.  

Dr. Rajesh Tandon
President, Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), India

He founded the Society for Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), a voluntary 
organisation providing support to grassroots initiatives in South Asia and 
continues to be its Chief Functionary since 1982. A Ph.D. from Case Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, USA and an electronics engineer (IIT, Kanpur) 
with a graduation in management (IIM, Calcutta), Dr Rajesh Tandon is an 
internationally acclaimed leader and practitioner of participatory research 
and development. In order to bridge the divide between the world of practice 
and the world of research, Dr. Tandon has undertaken a number of initiatives 
to promote engagement of institutions of higher education with civil society 
and local communities to foster knowledge generation and mutual learning.  
This work found further support when he was appointed in 2012 as UNESCO 
Co-Chair in Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher 
Education (www.unsecochair-cbrsr.org). The UNESCO Chair grows out of and 
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supports UNESCO’s global lead to play ‘a key role in assisting countries to 
build knowledge societies. He has been inducted to the International Adult and 
Continuing Education (IACE) Hall of Fame (class of 2011). The award recognizes 
innovative leaders who believe passionately in the evolutionary power of 
education and are themselves exemplary lifelong learners who have left lasting 
impressions on the students, institutions, and organizations they serve. The 
University of Victoria, Canada, awarded Dr Tandon the degree of Doctor of 
Laws (Honoris Causa) in June 2008 in recognition of his pioneering work in the 
area of civic engagement, governance and community-based research.

Dr Rajiv Kumar
Chairman of Pahle India Foundation and Former Vice Chairperson of NITI Aayog, 
Government of India

Rajiv Kumar is he is the Chairman of Pahle India Foundation (PIF), New Delhi; 
a non-profit think tank focuses on facilitating economic policy change based on 
objective and rigorous research. He also serves as the Chancellor of Gokhale 
Institute of Politics and Economics, Pune. Rajiv Kumar is an Indian economist 
who had served as the second vice-chairman of the NITI Aayog. His earlier stint 
in government was initially with the Ministry of Industry and subsequently in 
the Ministry of Finance, as economic advisor during the reform years of 1991-
1994. He has wide experience of having worked in government, academia, and 
industry associations, as well as in international financial institutions. He also 
served as an independent director on the central boards of the Reserve Bank of 
India and the State Bank of India. 

Prof Ram Kumar Mishra
Director, Institute of Public Enterprise, Hyderabad, India

Ram Kumar Mishra is a graduate of the International Management Programme 
at SDA Bocconi in Milan, Italy. He has held research and teaching positions at 
various institutions including London Business School, University of Bradford, 
and the University of Ljubljana. He has also been a Fellow of the British Council 
and the Commonwealth Secretariat, and a nominated Australian Leadership 
Award Fellow. He is currently a member of the UN Task Force on Standards 
of Excellence in Public Administration and Education, a Member of the Board 
of Governors of the International Association of Schools and Institutes in 
Administration, and a member of various committees and boards related to 
research and governance. He has also been involved in consulting and research 
for various organizations and has worked with the Indian government on key 
assignments related to finance, power, trade, industry, and more. He has also 
supervised over 50 doctoral researchers and trained in-service officers. His 
areas of interest include corporate finance, corporate governance, international 
management, management education, infrastructure development, economic 
reforms, and good governance
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Professor Ram Singh
Professor, Department of Economics, Delhi School of Economics, New Delhi, India

Professor Ram Singh is Professor at the Delhi School of Economics (DSE), 
University of Delhi. He holds Ph.D. (JNU, New Delhi) and Post-Doctorate 
(Harvard) degrees in economics. His areas of research interests are contract 
theory, public economics, public private partnerships, and law and economics. 
He is a recipient of Fulbright, Commonwealth, and Erasmus Mundus Fellowships 
in economics Ronald Coase Fellowships in economics. His recent publications 
include “The Inefficiency of Compulsory Land Acquisition” in the Economic 
and Political Weekly, 2012; “The Efficiency of Comparative Causation” (with 
Francesco Parisi) in the Review of Law and Economics 2011; “Delays and Cost 
Overruns in Infrastructure Projects: Extents, Causes and Remedies” in the 
Economic and Political Weekly, 2010; “Comparative Vigilance” (with Allan 
Feldman), in the American Law and Economics Review, 2009.

He has taught at the DSE, Brown University, University of Hamburg, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, and has been Commonwealth Fellow at the 
London School of Economics. He is Co-editor of the Indian Economic Review.

Dr. Rana Hasan
Director, Development Economics and Indicator Division, Asian Development 
Bank, New Delhi, India 

Dr Rana Hasan is a Principal Economist in the India Resident Mission of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). He heads its Country Programs and Development 
Results Group, which works closely with the Government to develop ADB’s 
annual operational programs in India and ensure that they align closely with the 
priorities and objectives of the country and ADB’s own long-term development 
framework. He previously worked in the Economics Research Department of 
the ADB and the East-West Center (USA) where he focused on issues relating 
to inclusive growth, the analysis of poverty and inequality, and the impact of 
market-oriented economic reforms on labour market outcomes and industrial 
performance. His research has been published in various journals including the 
Journal of Development Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, and 
World Development. He has also co-edited two volumes on trade and labour 
related issues. 

Dr. Ravi Srinivas
Consultant, RIS, India

Dr. Ravi Srinivas is Consultant at RIS and Managing Editor of a journal titled 
Asian Biotechnology and Development Review (ABDR) and is affiliated with the 
STI Program at RIS. He has been a visiting scholar at University of Pennsylvania 
on a Fulbright Fellowship, a visiting scholar at Indiana University, Bloomington 
and Post-Doc Research Fellow at South Center, Geneva. He holds a PhD from 
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National Law School, Bangalore. He has published extensively on intellectual 
property rights, climate change and technology transfer, open-source innovation, 
and traditional knowledge. At RIS he has been part of research projects funded 
by the EC and UNESCO. He has been a consultant to UN DESA, UNESCO, 
UNEP-RISOE Center and Anthropological Survey of India.

Ms Renana Jhabvala
National Coordinator of the Self- Employed Women’s Association of India

Ms Renana Jhabvala is best known for her long association with the Self-
Employed Women’s Association (SEWA), India, and for her writings on issues 
of women in the informal economy. She presently the Executive Trustee of 
Mahila Housing SEWA Trust, Chair of SEWA Grih Rin and President of SEWA 
Bharat.

In 1990, she was awarded a Padma Shri from the Government of India for 
her contributions in the field of social work. In April 2012, She was Chancellor 
Gandhigram Rural University (2012-2017) and was Member of UN Secretary 
General’s High Level Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment (2016-2017).

She is on the board of many Indian and international organisations including 
Indian Institute for Human Settlements, Bangalore; IRADE, Delhi, HomeNet 
based in South Asia and WIEGO based in the UK.

Professr Riatu Qibthiyyah
Director, Institute for Economic and Social Research, University of Indonesia.

Riatu Mariatul Qibthiyyah is Director of the Institute for Economic and Social 
Research under the University of Indonesia’s Faculty of Economics and 
Business and Executive Co-Chair of Think20 Indonesia 2022. Her research 
focuses include public finance evaluation and monitoring, fiscal-related scheme 
design, intergovernmental transfer, regulatory impact assessment, and higher 
education related policy. She received her PhD in economics from Georgia State 
University.

Dr Ruchita Beri
Senior Research Associate, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses (MP-IDSA), New Delhi

Dr. Ruchita Beri is a Senior Research Associate and Centre Coordinator, 
Africa, Latin America, Caribbean and United Nations Centre at the Manohar 
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA), New Delhi. 
She researches on international relations, political economy and security of 
Sub-Saharan Africa, India–Africa relations and Emerging Powers in Africa and 
the Indian Ocean region. She is currently the President of the African Studies 
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Association of India, a member of the Africa Committee of the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) and serves on the Executive Board of the Forum for Indian 
Development Cooperation (FIDC). She was also a member of the Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce (FICCI) Task Force on Blue Economy. She is the 
Editor of Africa Trends a quarterly magazine published by MP-IDSA and is a 
member of the Editorial Committee of the journal Africa Review published by 
Brill, the Editorial Board of Austral: Brazilian Journal of Strategy & International 
Relations and has also edited and co-edited several books.

Dr. Rolf Schwarz
Senior Advisor, Development Cooperation Directorate (DCD), OECD, Paris.

Dr Rolf Schwarz is Senior Advisor at Development Cooperation Directorate 
in OECD. He completed his PhD in International Relations and Affairs from 
Geneva Graduate Insititute. 

Ambassador S.T. Devare
Chairman, Research Advisory Council of RIS, New Delhi, India

Ambassador S.T. Devare is Chairman, Research Advisory Council of Research 
and Information System for Developing Countries, New Delhi, India. He is a 
former Indian diplomat who joined the Indian Foreign Service (I.F.S) in 1964. He 
has worked in several Indian embassies abroad such as Moscow, Washington, 
Geneva and Myanmar. As the first Indian Ambassador to Ukraine, Georgia 
and Armenia he opened the Indian embassies in these new countries in 1992 
after these republics were formed following the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union. As Secretary in Ministry of External Affairs (1998-2001) he was closely 
associated with the evolution and implementation of India’s Look East policy as 
well as multilateral economic relations with the world. He was a member of the 
National Security Advisory Board in 2002-03. He was also a Visiting Professor 
at the Centre of East Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. He was also 
a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 
Singapore from 2003-06. He was with the Weatherhead Centre of Harvard 
University, Cambridge, U.S.A in 2007-08 and continues to be associated with 
it as a Fellow. Presently, he is the Ram Sathe Chair Professor, at the Symbiosis 
School of International Studies, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), 
Pune. He is also a Member of the Eminent Persons’ and Experts’ Group of the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and is on the Advisory Boards of the Society for 
Indian Ocean Studies and the India International Centre, New Delhi.
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Dr. Sabyasachi Saha
Associate Professor, RIS, India

Dr. Sabyasachi Saha is Associate Professor at the Research and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi since 2021. He has been 
Assistant Professor at RIS (2014-2020) and full-time Consultant at RIS during 
2013-14. He specialises in innovation economics, trade and technology, 
international trade, technology, and development policy.  

He has regularly participated in official policy forums at the UN Headquarters 
and other UN led platforms and has been an active contributor on partnerships, 
regional cooperation and technology facilitation for SDGs. He has also been 
contributing to G20, BRICS and South-Asia Think-Tank forums and networks. 
Recently, he has also contributed as Member of the Thematic Group on 
Sustainable Technologies for Govt. of India’s forthcoming Science, Technology 
and Innovation Policy 2020.

He obtained his PhD in Economics from the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) in New Delhi in 2013 and completed his M.Phil (2009) and M.A. in 
Economics (2007) from JNU. He is a recipient of the WIPO Prize for Young 
Scholars, DAAD funded fellowship of the Government of Germany and 
Government of India Travel Award.

Professor, Saikat Sinha Roy
Head, Department of Economics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India

Saikat Sinha Roy is Professor in the Department of Economics, Jadavpur 
University, Kolkata. Till recently, he was the Co-ordinator of the UGC Centre 
for Advanced Studies, Department of Economics, Jadavpur University. He was 
also the Joint Director of School of International Relations and Strategic Studies, 
Jadavpur University. He is a Member, Standing Technical Committee of Experts 
to Review Exim Bank’s Export Leading Index model to Forecast India’s exports, 
Exim Bank of India, Mumbai, and Member, Technical Advisory Committee, 
Social Science Division, Indian Statistical Institute. He was a Fellow (Associate 
Professor) at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries 
(RIS), New Delhi. He also worked briefly at the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
India Resident Mission, New Delhi. He was a British Academy of Social Sciences/
ESRC/AHRC Visiting Fellow to the Department of Economics, Lancaster 
University in 2009. Recently, he completed a British High Commission, New 
Delhi, funded policy research project on “State-level Exports, Competitiveness 
and Trade Promotion Policies: The Indian case study”. Currently, he is part of a 
global research team working on a multi-country research project titled “Special 
Economic Zones: A force for good to reduce inequality?” being funded by 
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (a Foundation formed by Central Bank of Sweden). 
Recently, he has co-edited a book titled International Trade and International 
Finance: Explorations of Contemporary Issues published by Springer.
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Dr Sait Akman
Associate Professor, The Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey, Turkey

Dr. M. Sait Akman is the Director of G20 Studies Center at Economic Policy 
Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV). He is adjunct professor of trade 
policy at TOBB University of Economics and Technology, and Middle East 
Technical University (METU), Ankara. Previously he was academic staff and 
Deputy Director of European Institute at Marmara University, Istanbul. Akman 
has been visiting researcher at European University Institute, Florence; London 
School of Economics, London; formerly (2010-2015) an instructor of Regional 
Trade Policy Courses of the WTO, delivering training to trade bureaucrats from 
the CEECAC (Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus) region. 
He involved in several activities and committees of Turkey’s Ministry of Trade, 
including the editorial board membership of its Journal of International Trade 
and Diplomacy, and is trade policy advisor to TOBB (The Union of Chambers 
and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey). His major areas of research include 
trade policy, trade agreements, and WTO. He is a member of T20 Trade and 
Investment Task Force. 

Shri Sandeep Chakravorty
Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India

Mr. Sandeep Chakravorty, a member of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) since 
1996, has served in India’s Missions in Spain, Colombia, Bangladesh and Peru. 
Prior to assuming charge as Consul General of India in New York in August, 
2017, he was the Ambassador of India to Peru and Bolivia. Earlier he had 
been India’s Deputy Chief of Mission in Bangladesh. In India’s Ministry of 
External Affairs he has held several positions including Press Relations Officer, 
Staff Officer to Minister of State and worked on desks dealing with Europe 
(West), Central Asia, East Asia and China. Before joining the Government, 
Mr. Chakravorty worked with civil society organizations dealing with natural 
resources and environmental issues. He has a Master’s degree in Advanced 
Studies in International Security from Geneva University, a Master’s degree in 
Sociology besides a Post Graduate Diploma in Forestry Management and an 
under graduate degree in Physics from Delhi University.

Dr Selim Raihan
Professor, Department of Economics, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh (online)

Professor Selim Raihan is a Professor at the Department of Economics, University 
of Dhaka, Bangladesh and the Executive Director of the South Asian Network 
on Economic Modeling (SANEM). He holds a PhD from the University of 
Manchester, UK.

Professor Raihan is the Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the University 
of Manchester, UK. He is an alumnus of Harvard University’s program on 
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“Cutting Edge of Development Thinking”. He possesses vast expertise in 
empirical research on international trade, economic growth, poverty, labour 
market, macroeconomic policies, political economy, and climate change 
issues. He has worked quite extensively on applied economics, especially 
assessing impacts of trade and economic policies, using country-specific and 
global Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) models, and micro and macro-
econometric modelling and estimation techniques. Professor Raihan is the 
editor of Thinking Aloud – a monthly digest from SANEM. He contributed 
extensively to the preparation of the Sixth and Seventh Five-year National Plans 
of Bangladesh. He led a research team to prepare the SDG Financing Strategy: 
Bangladesh Perspective - a flagship publication of the Planning Commission of 
Bangladesh. He has worked for several national and international organizations 
including the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, UNDP, UNESCAP, 
UNCTAD, IFPRI, the Commonwealth Secretariat, FAO, European Commission, 
ILO, IDRC, DFID, etc. 

Dr Seshadri Chari
Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal, India

Seshadri Chari is a strategic thinker and expert in international relations and 
geopolitics. He is Secretary-General of FINS. He is a member of the Governing 
Council of Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS).

Dr Shailey Kedia
Associate Director, Sustainable Development and Outreach TERI, New Delhi, 
India.

Dr. Shailly Kedia is a policy researcher working as an Associate Director and 
Senior Fellow with the Sustainable Development and Outreach Division at The 
Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi. She is leading the efforts 
on TERI’s flagship initiative - the World Sustainable Development Summit. 
Dr. Kedia has been with TERI since 2009 and is a multidisciplinary research 
professional with over 17 years of experience in policy research, outreach 
and capacity building. She has led interdisciplinary initiatives on sustainable 
development and climate change supported by agencies such as the Asian 
Development Bank, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations 
Environment Programme, Global Green Growth Institute, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, among others.

Her research interests include sustainable development policy, climate policy, 
energy policy, environmental policy, green growth, international organizations, 
and the interface between traditional and non-traditional security issues. 
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Professor Shobhit Mathur
Vice Chancellor, Rishihood University, Sonepat, India

Shobhit Mathur holds B Tech in Computer Science and Engineering from 
IIT Bombay. He completed his MS Computer Science and Engineering from 
the University of Washington in 2006. After a brief stint of volunteering in 
Suriname, he joined Amazon as a database engineer in Seattle. Along with his 
day job, he volunteered for many Hindu faith-based organizations in the USA. 
After completing 5 years in the USA, he returned to India to pursue his calling 
& contribute to the motherland. He first started his stint with Youth For Seva, 
to connect youth to society through volunteering & lowering barriers for their 
participation in nation-building. After scaling YFS nationally, he decided to go 
back to school and did his MBA from the Indian School of Business. He stepped 
out of the placement process and established the Vision India Foundation 
with his friends from various IITs. VIF was aimed at engaging bright young 
minds in policy making and governance. After 5 years, VIF transformed into 
Rishihood University. Shobhit heads the Rashtram School of Public Leadership 
at Rishihood as the founding Dean. He played a key role in conceiving and 
building Rishihood University and now heads it as the Vice Chancellor. 

Ms. Shyamala Gopinath
Former Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Mumbai

Ms Shyamala Gopinath is a former Chairperson of HDFC Bank, India’s largest 
lender by market capitalization former deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI). She was actively involved in managing India’s balance of payments 
crisis in 1991 that led to the first round of economic liberalization. Making the 
returns of small saving schemes market-linked was one of most significant 
recommendations made by the Shyamala Gopinath panel, constituted on July 
8, 2010. Finally, the Government of India in February 2016 notified that instead 
of annual resetting of interest rates for the next financial year, the interest rates 
from now on will be reset every quarter based on the G-Sec yields of the previous 
quarter. She had earlier assisted the second Narasimhan committee on banking 
sector reforms. 

Ms Sindhushree Khullar
Former CEO, NITI Aayog, New Delhi, India

Ms Sindhushree Khullar is the first CEO of National Institution of Transforming 
India (NITI) Aayog. Ms Khullar belonged to 1975 Batch UT cadre IAS officer. 
She is the former planning commission secretary and Secretary of Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports. 
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Professor Sony Kapoor
Professor of Climate, Geoeconomics & Finance, European University Institute of 
Italy.

Sony Kapoor is a CEO of the Nordic Institute for Finance, Technology & 
Sustainability, Professor of Climate, Geoeconomics & Finance at the European 
University Institute, Chief Economist for Worthwhile Capital Partners and a 
Senior Fellow in Sustainable Macro-finance at E3G. He is recognized for his 
leadership in financial reform, tackling the Euro crisis, promoting action on 
climate change, and improving development policy. Kapoor has been recognized 
as a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum and as a European 
Young Leader by Friends of Europe. He has a background in investment 
banking and is an expert advisor to international organizations and financial 
institutions. Kapoor has been invited to write for publications including The 
Economist, Financial Times, Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg and Les Echoes, 
and is often asked to be an on-camera expert by the BBC, France 24, Bloomberg 
TV and others. He is well-known for his influential policy reports and incisive 
media commentary. Kapoor is an alumni of the Indian Institute of Technology, 
Faculty of Management Studies, and London School of Economics.

Dr Stephan Klingebiel
Head, Research Programme, German Institute of Development and Sustainability, 
Germany

Dr. Stephen Klingbiel is Head of the Research Programme “Inter- and 
transnational cooperation” at the German Development Institute / Deutsches 
Institut fuer Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) in Bonn, Germany. He was Director of 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Global Policy Centre in 
Seoul, Republic of Korea, from mid-2019 to mid-2021. From 2007 to 2011, he 
was Director of KfW Development Bank country office in Kigali, Rwanda. He is 
a senior lecturer at the University of Marburg, in Germany. His specialization 
lies in Political Science and his research interests’ spans across Aid effectiveness 
& Political economy of aid international cooperation and global public goods, 
nexus of security and development, governance in Africa and regional and 
continental approaches in Africa. 

Dr Subhrabaran Das
Professor, Department of Economics, Tripura University, Tripura, India

Dr Subhrabaran Das is a professor of Economics at Tripura University, India. 
His area of specialization consists of Econometrics and Statistics, Industrial 
Organization, Economics of Social Sector.
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Professor T C James
President, NIPO, Kochi, India

Prof. T.C.James is Visiting Fellow, Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), and President, NIPO, a non-profit intellectual 
property (IP) think tank. He is also Guest Faculty on Intellectual Property 
Rights (IPRs) at Indian Academy of International Law and Diplomacy, New 
Delhi. He is also Member, Speaker’s Research Initiative; Member, Academic 
Council, Shekhawati University, Sikar. He had been leader/member of Indian 
delegations on intellectual property rights to WIPO, WTO and UNO. He had 
also been key negotiator on IPR matters in bilateral trade negotiations with many 
countries. James was Research Advisor of the project ‘Geographical Indications 
and Localisation’ of the University of Warwick, National IPR Expert, UNIDO-
ICAMT and also IPR Consultant, FICCI. Presently, he is also on the Faculty of 
Research and Information System for Developing Countries and Guest Faculty of 
Indian Law Institute, New Delhi and Indian Academy of International Law and 
Diplomacy, New Delhi, National Institute of Intellectual Property Management, 
Nagpur, Global Institute of Intellectual Property, New Delhi, FICCI, New Delhi, 
SAARC University, New Delhi and ASC, Thiruvananthapuram. James is author 
of Patent Protection and Innovation; Geographical Indications: Frequently 
Asked Questions; Copyright: Frequently Asked Questions; and co-author of A 
Handbook of Copyright Law, besides chapters in several books on IPRs. He has 
published many papers on IPRs, education, history and religion, and poems, 
in journals and periodicals. James had his education/training in the University 
of Kerala, Harvard University, WIPO Academy, Geneva, British Copyright 
Council, London, Swedish Copyright Institute, Stockholm, European Patent 
Office, Munich, and Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest.

Professor Thomas Pogge
Leitner Professor of Philosophy and International Affairs, Yale University, USA

He completed his PhD in philosophy from Harvard University, USA. Thomas 
Pogge is Leitner Professor of Philosophy and International Affairs and founding 
Director of the Global Justice Program at Yale University, USA. He is a member 
of the Norwegian Academy of Science as well as co-founder of Academics Stand 
Against Poverty (ASAP), an international network aiming to enhance the impact 
of scholars, teachers and students on global poverty, and of Incentives for Global 
Health, a team effort toward developing a complement to the pharmaceutical 
patent regime that would improve access to advanced medicines for the poor 
worldwide (www.healthimpactfund.org). His recent publications include 
Designing in Ethics, co-edited, Cambridge 2017; Global Tax Fairness, co-edited, 
Oxford 2016; Politics as Usual, Polity 2010; World Poverty and Human Rights, 
2nd edition, Polity 2008; Global Justice and Global Ethics, co-edited, Paragon 
House 2008; John Rawls: His Life and Theory of Justice, Oxford 2007; and 
Freedom from Poverty as a Human Right, edited, Oxford & UNESCO 2007.
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Dr V. K. Malhotra
Professor, Department of Economics, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Uttar 
Pradesh, India

Professor Virendra Kumar Malhotra is presently Member Secretary, Indian 
Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi. Professor Malhotra is a Professor 
of Economics and has served C.C.S University, Meerut as Professor as well 
as Head, Department of Economics; Coordinator Admissions, Examinations 
and Evaluation, and as part of the Team of Dean Students’ Welfare. His 
research interests include Governance and Economic Development, Corporate 
Governance and Performance of various industries, Intellectual Property Rights 
and India’s concerns, Foreign Trade and Investments etc. He has done UGC 
sponsored major research project on ‘Governance and Development: A Study 
of Major States of India’ and his own Ph.D. work has been on ‘Economics of 
Fertiliser Subsidies’. He has to his credit a book entitled ‘Economics of Education’ 
which is prescribed by many universities. He is on the Board of Indian Council 
of World Affairs, and a Visitor’s nominee to the Court of Jawahar Lal Nehru 
University, Delhi. He is also a Member of the Board of many renowned Social 
Science Research Institutes of the country and is also part of the Executive of 
many International Research Bodies/Associations.

Dr. Wisnu Utomo
Director, Foreign Policy and International Development Cooperation, Ministry of 
National Development Planning/BAPPENAS, Indonesia

Dr Wisnu Utomo is presently the Director of Foreign Policy and International 
Development Cooperation at Ministry of National Development Planning 
(BAPPENAS), Indonesia. He is responsible for the task of implementing 
policy coordination and formulation, synchronizing policy implementation, 
monitoring, evaluation and control, as well as formulating cross-sectoral 
development strategic initiatives for national development planning in the field 
of foreign policy and international development cooperation.

Dr Yogesh Kumar
Executive Director, Samarthan, Bhopal, India

Dr. Kumar is the founder member and Executive Director of “Samarthan – 
Centre for Development Support” working in the states of Madhya Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh. Dr. Yogesh Kumar completed his Ph.D. from the Giri Institute of 
Development Studies, Lucknow as an ICSSR Doctoral Fellow in Development 
Economics in 1990. He has an experience of more than 25 years in the 
development sector and is a professional of international repute on the issue of 
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participatory governance and development. Dr. Kumar has active engagement 
in local governance, accountability and transparency discourses with expertise 
in participatory planning, social audits, citizens report card, community score 
cards etc. He facilitated emergence of a network of elected representatives of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions in Madhya Pradesh. 

Dr Zhang Chuanhong
Associate Professor, China Agricultural University, China 

Dr. Chuanhong ZHANG is associate professor at College of Humanities and 
Development Studies/ and Director of Center for International Development 
Cooperation Studies at College of International Development and Global 
Agriculture (CIDGA), China Agricultural University. Dr. Zhang also serves as 
the Secretary of China International Development Research Network (CIDRN) 
and acts as the focal point of China Chapter of Network of Southern Think-tanks 
(NeST). She was an academic visitor of the China Centre at University of Oxford 
(2011-2012) and a visiting scholar of the Department of Political Science at the 
University of California, Davis (2017-2018). Her research interests cover both 
China’s domestic transformation and international development cooperation, 
specifically on China’s poverty reduction, China-Africa Agricultural Cooperation, 
Gender and Development and South-South Cooperation particularly China’s 
engagement in Africa, particularly Mozambique and Tanzania.

Mr. Uwe Gehlen 
Head of German Development Cooperation in India and Minister at the German 
Embassy in New Delhi

Mr. Uwe Gehlen is Head of German Development Cooperation in India and 
Minister at the German Embassy in New Delhi since September 1st 2022. Before 
taking up his duties in India, he served in the same Position in Egypt (2018-2022) 
and Afghanistan (2017-2018). Prior to that, he worked in different positions on 
Management level in operations as well as in political steering and oversight 
in the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ), GIZ, World Bank and the German Parliament Administration. Mr. 
Gehlen holds a MA in Political Science, Sociology and Law from the Friedrich-
Wilhelms-University in Bonn, Germany. 
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Distinguished ITEC participants for the course 
of Development Partnership  

Learning South-South Cooperation
(12 January- 23 January 2023).

• Ms. Fouzia Dehim, Ministry of Energy & Mines, Algeria
• Mr. Erik Hovsepyan, Ministry of High-Tech Industry, Armenia
• Mr. Ndoumbe Tchatcho Yannick, Ministry of External Relations, 

Cameroon
• Mr. Taye Kiminsiei Fidel, Ministry of Planning and Development, Cote 

D’Ivore
• Mr, Shaimaa Mohamed Said Abdel Hamid, Ministry of International 

Cooperation African Department, Egypt
• Ms. Hend Galal Mohamed Selim, Ministry of International Cooperation, 

Egypt
• Mr. Dobuol Tut Both, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ethiopia
• Mr. Mcezekiel Edem Aheto, Zongo and Inner Cities Development 

Secretariat, Ghana
• Ms. Rahida Tahir Azeez Sherwani, Kurdistan Region Presidency, Iraq
• Ms. Fabiola Ornella Camara, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 

of Madagascar, Madagascar
• Mr. Felix Linje, Department of Human Resource Management and 

Development, Malawi
• Ms. Shadhiya Adam Adam, Ministry of Economic Development, 

Maldives
• Mr. Darshan Sharma Ramkissoon, Ministry of Finance Eco. Planning and 

Development, Mauritius
• Ms. Nundini Pertaub, Ministry of Foreign Affairs regional Integration 

and International Trade, Mauritius
• Mrs. Regragui Maha, Ministry of Industry & Trade, Morocco
• Mr. Niandou Garba Abdoul Razak, MAEC, Government, Niger
• Mr. Abdoul Aziz Oumarou Sabo, Ministry of foreign affairs of Niger, 

Niger
• Ms. Jessica John Alhassan,  , Nigeria
• Ms. Riman Namoora, Ministry of Justice, Palestine
• Mr. Jhonny Edwards Rengifo Davila, Peruvian Agency for International 

Cooperation, Peru
• Ms. Kelvina Abioseh Newstead, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sierra Leone
• Mr. Mayom Buol Deng Machar, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International 

Cooperation, South Sudan
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• Mr. Rambang Tot Deng Beach, Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International 
Cooperation, South Sudan

• Mrs. Thanuja Darshika Sarath Kumara Jayasinghe Arachchige, 
Department of Public Enterprises, Sri Lanka

• Ms. Katzlyn Samson,  , St. Lucia
• Mr. Shodi Saidzoda, Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

Tajikistan 
• Ms. Muhabbat Malikova, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, 

Tajikistan
• Ms. Mwanajuma Mwinyijuma Salum, Ministry of Education Zanzibar, 

Tanzania
• Mr. Ali Salum Haji, Tanzania Immigration Department, Tanzania
• Ms. Jomaa Saoussen, Ministry of Trade and Export Development, Tunisia
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